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INTRODUCTION: 
TAL AL-ZAATAR — THE FIGHT AGAINST FASCISM 


The flood of documents and eye-witness reports, only a few of 
which are included in the present documentation, give irrefutable 
proof of the atrocious crimes and systematic massacres intentional- 
ly perpetrated by the fascist agent forces in the course of their 
aggression against the Palestinian people and the poor Muslim 
masses in Lebanon. 


THE DANGER OF FASCISM 


After Tal al-Zaatar, the world must become aware of the acute 
danger of fascism spreading, sponsored by the U.S. Middle East 
policy and helped by Israeli Zionism, through the Middle East area 
which will soon bear threatening consequences for the whole 
world. The entire spectre of fascism is rising in the aggression 
against Lebanon and in the extermination campaign against Tal 
al-Zaatar: It is mass terror and bombardment of civilian popula- 
tions over a period of months. It is sadistic torture and killing of 
countless, nameless human beings. It is cutting off water supplies 
and subsequently hunting children suffering from dehydration and 
searching for water from puddles. It is raping or crucifying people, 
and dragging their living bodies to death by cars. It is the 
slaughtering of pregnant women, children and old people; of 
wounded as well as their nurses. It is mutilating and murdering 
helpless prisoners. It is mocking and making fun of all relief and 
peace efforts of the International Red Cross and other international 
institutions. It is permanent lying for propaganda, and also the 
cynical open exhibition of crimes to frighten the public. 


ZIONISM AND FASCISM HAND IN HAND 


After Tal al-Zaatar, too, the world can no longer close its eyes to 
the fact that the Zionist regime in Israel, in open perversion of the 
bequest of the Jewish victims of fascism, has been supporting,and 
continues to support, all the fascist crimes and extermination 
campaigns committed against the Palestinian people and the Arab 
masses in Lebanon. 

These crimes have no equal except in the liquidation strategy 
practised against the Jewish “ghettos” in Europe by the Nazi 
fascists. The fascist forces in Lebanon and the instigators behind 
them are pursuing the same strategy: to spread hatred campaigns 
against deprived population groups; to surround and strangle 
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entire densely populated “enclaves”; then to terrorize, to bomb, to 
liquidate the people and thus to “clean” the areas of their human 
inhabitants. In Warsaw, the German Nazis in 1943 liquidated the 
Jewish civilian population of about 400,000 people. In Lebanon, the 
fascists early in 1976 first liquidated the small Palestinian refugee 
camp of Dbayyeh, surrounded by well-off Maronite areas, then 
razed to the ground in a massacre the poor Palestinian and Muslim 
“enclaves” of Maslakh and Karantina, which housed some 40,000 
people. In July,they uprooted or killed the entire population of the 
Beirut Naba’a quarter originally inhabited by some 100,000 Muslim 
people, In late July, during the siege of Tal al-Zaatar they erased 
the near-by small Jisr al-Basha camp with its 3,500 people. And in 
Tal al-Zaatar with its original population of about 30,000 people, 
which the fascists tried to wipe out from the very beginning of the 
war, they have slaughtered alone at least 3,000 defenseless civi- 
lians, more than 1,000 of them in one single day, on 12 August, 
1976, under the cover of an alleged “evacuation action sponsored 
by the International Red Cross”. 


WHY DID THE FASCISTS ATTACK 
TAL AL-ZAATAR? 


Above all, this attack can only be comprehended as part of the 
whole aggression against the Palestinian movement and the 
Lebanese national and progressive forces. The so-called “Lebanese 
civil war” has from its very beginning been planned and provoked 
by the U.S.A. and Israel, with the help of secret services and local 
agents. This murderous aggression against a peace-loving country, 
which started in early 1975 and escalated after September 1975, is 
an inseparable part and only the reverse side of the U.S. efforts for 
a Middle East “settlement” and especially their manceuvres of 
preparing and bringing about the Sinai agreement in September 
1975. The “step-by-step-policy” and the fascist aggression in 
Lebanon are working hand in hand. They likewise aim at instigat- 
ing internal troubles and strife inside the Arab world at any cost; at 
playing off every single Arab force and regime against the other; at 
diverting and weakening the Arab anti-imperialist and anti-Zionist 
potential while reinforcing the U.S. agency, Israel; at trying to 
intensify U.S. penetration of the whole area and to safeguard U.S. 
imperialist oil, economic and military interests. 

It is first of all the uprooted 3 million Palestinian people and their 
representative, the PLO, fighting for the liberation of their home- 
land, who are standing in the way of this strategy of U.S. 
imperialism and Zionism. 

Nazi fascism liquidated the Jews and declared war on the whole 
of mankind, in order to escape the social and economic problems of 
imperialism. Now U.S. imperialism and Zionist Israel try, through 
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the fascist aggression in Lebanon, to get rid of the problem and the 
resistance of the Palestinian people, not by solving their problem, 
but by killing the people. 

Thus the aggression against Lebanon is aimed first of all against 
the Palestinian people. It intended by all means to drag the 
Palestinian Resistance into a most dirty civil war and, if possible, to 
liquidate it. 

A former senior CIA official, Mr. Winslow Peck, in a stirring 
article in the U.S. “Christian Science Monitor’ on 4 April, 1976, 
confessed that the CIA and he himself had been ordered to “stir up 
the fire of the civil war in Lebanon” by “activating” the Lebanese 
right-wing forces and especially financing and propping up the 
Phalangist Kataeb militia against the Palestinians. 

Obviously, the Lebanese arena, with its outdated corrupt politi- 
cal leadership, its social contradictions, its privileged Christian 
Maronite minority and its thus vulnerable balance of numerous 
religious communities, proved to be a profitable field for the fascist 
machinations. But, shocked by the unheard of crimes committed in 
Tal al-Zaatar and during 19 months of fascist aggression in 
Lebanon, one should never forget that the Lebanese fascist agents 
are also themselves exploited, being paid and organized by their 
imperialist and Zionist masters, the cold-blooded criminals and 
butchers behind the scene. 

The Lebanese war started with the Ain el-Rummaneh massacre, 
on 13 April, 1976, when a bus carrying Palestinian and Lebanese 
civilians from Tal al-Zaatar was ambushed,and 26 people mowed 
down arbitrarily by Phalangist gunmen. During the war, the camp 
remained under siege for almost 17 months, during which the road 
was opened only a few short times, and only small amounts of 
supplies could be brought in. Besides, Tal al-Zaatar witnessed a 
continuous escalation of raids, provocations and bombardments, 
kidnapping and killing. Already in January 1976, the camp suffered 
a total blockade. 

Why did the fascists select Tal al-Zaatar as their special target? 
First, it seemed to be an easy prey. From a strategic point of view 
the camp was indefensible: A central area of about one square 
kilometre of tin-roofed huts, crowded with over 30,000 people, 
completely isolated and surrounded by well-off residential quarters 
which, in sharp contrast to the shanty-town, are dominated by the 
Lebanese Maronite minority and right-wing forces. 

Secondly, Tal al-Zaatar symbolised the intolerable Lebanese 
social situation and all the negligence of a political system 
committed only to the advantage and profit of a small stratum. Tal 
al-Zaatar had for long served as a source of cheap labour for the 
nearby industrial districts. Founded in 1950, after the first wave of 
Zionist terror and the subsequent expulsion of thousands of 
Palestinians from Palestine, it became, in the course of the years, 
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crowded with more and more poor refugees, as well as with those 
wretched Lebanese peasants who had been driven from their 
villages in South Lebanon by Israeli terror raids. An average of 6.8 
people per room managed to live in Tal al-Zaatar, with many of the 
poor worker and peasant families without employment. Despite 
these unbearable living and social conditions, the Maronite estab- 
lishment, in the fifties and sixties, had still forced the immigration 
of refugees to Tal al-Zaacar, in order to keep and enlarge the 
resources of cheap labour. This situation changed, however, when 
in the late sixties, with the emergence of the Palestinian Resis- 
tance, the Palestinian and Lebanese masses started to organize 
themselves and to defend their national and social interests and 
rights. Now the socially explosive situation of the camps became 
dangerous, and Tal al-Zaatar became the target of rightist anno- 
yance, bias and hatred. 

Obviously the fascists intended, by terrorizing and liquidating 
Tal al-Zaatar, not only to finish off the Palestinian Resistance but 
also to terrify and demoralize the poor Lebanese masses, and to get 
rid of the “social question” of the country. 


SUPPOSED TO BE AN 
EASY PREY 


There is another actual reason for the full-scale attack on Tal 
al-Zaatar, starting on 22 June 1976. It was the same day when the 
Syrian forces, whose invasion had failed to obtain a surrender from 
the Palestinian and Lebanese national forces and met a military 
and political deadlock, pretended to agree to a ceasefire and a 
partial withdrawal from Lebanon. 

Instead, the fascist agent forces started their onslaught on the 
encircled Tal al-Zaatar camp. The imperialists and their agents 
dreamed of an easy and speedy victory, either through a spectacu- 
lar surrender of the camp or an exemplary “quick” massacre, 
thereby avoiding wider Arab and international notice, a “victory” 
which would terrify and demoralize the Palestinian and Lebanese 
masses and separate the PLO and the Lebanese National Move- 
ment. Finally, the imperialists and their agents, hoped that the 
collapse of Tal al-Zaatar would pave the way for the subsequent 
political and military surrender of 'the whole Palestinian Resistance. 


THE VICTORY OF 
TAL AL-ZAATAR 


Tal al-Zaatar, the massacres, and its fall, have become a synonym 


for utmost tascism, for the “final solution” U.S. imperialism is 
preparing for the Palestinian people and all the deprived masses of 
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the anti-imperialist world standing in its way. 

However, despite all the massacres and despite its fall, Tal 
al-Zaatar marks no victory but a desperate defeat for the fascists. It 
marks a victory for the wretched people and defenders of Tal 
al-Zaatar, both those dead and surviving. 

The people of Tal al-Zaatar had realized that they had no choice 
left but to fight, because fascism intended only two alternatives for 
them: either to be killed in total resistance, or to be massacred 
without a fight. Like the Jews in Warsaw finally chose to fight their 
annihilation, the Palestinians in Tal al-Zaatar decided not to 
surrender but to fight to the last drop of blood and of water. 

Thus, it cost the fascists 16 months of siege, and 55 days of 
savage bombardment with over 55,000 shells and of increasingly 
desperate attacks, and moreover thousands of casualties and huge 
material losses, to “conquer” a totally isolated and militarly 
speaking indefensible refugee camp. Above all, according to all 
reports, not one of the fighting defenders of the camp was actually 
captured. Though cut off from water and all supplies, they 
continued their resistance throughout the final assault, inflicting 
heavy losses on the attackers and, eventually, most of the 
approximately 400 fighters of the camp managed even to break 
through the fascist lines and to reach the lines of the Joint Forces 
in the mountains. 

The commitment of the defenders and martyrs of Tal al-Zaatar, 
and the unprecedented steadfastness of its poor inhabitants 
thwarted the political intentions behind the attack. This has 
broken the silence and destroyed all propaganda lies about the 
nature of the Lebanese. war, as well as all the hopes of those who 
wanted to profit from a quick and silent collapse of the camp and 
the Palestinian Resistance. It has not weakened, but reinforced,the 
will of the Palestinian, Lebanese and Arab masses to resist 
imperialism and fascism. And it has taught the imperialist planners, 
as well as their fascist agent forces,what it means and what will be 
the price for themselves to try to wipe out a people standing with 
their backs to the wall. It has exposed the real nature and danger of 
the fascist aggression in Lebanon to the Arabs and to the whole 
world. Thus the fight of Tal al-Zaatar meant a turning point in the 
course of the liquidation attempt against the Palestinian people. 


HALT FASCISM! 


All the fascist planners and agents, and all those who think they 
can sit and profit from the massacres, are victims of a profound 
illusion, and forget that they are only multiplying the problems and 
nourishing forces which will finally threaten themselves. To give 
fascism a “green light” in Lebanon and the Middle East, means the 
declaration of political bankruptcy. It means the renunciation of 
any solution not only for the central problem of the rights of the 
Palestinian people, but also for any of the numerous problems in 
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the area. No one should indulge in the illusion that fascism could 
“Solve” the cause of the Palestinian people, “appease” the explosive 
social situation in the region or bring “calm” to the Middle East. 
Fascism never creates peace, not even the peace of the graveyard. 

To give a free hand for a fascist “final” solution against the 
Palestinian people, for a fascist “victory”, would be neither a 
victory nor a solution. It would only mean that all the fascist and 
Zionist protagonists of rearmament, expansionism, aggression, 
occupation and extermination would very soon set the whole 
Middle East area, with its many antagonisms and contradictions, 
on fire and jeopardize world peace. 

The massacres committed against the Palestinian and Lebanese 
people in Tal al-Zaatar, the negation of all human, social and 
political values, are directed against, and threaten, every people. 

The world should not forget that it has paid for its toleration of 
the fascist victory in the Spanish “civil” war and of the Nazi 
massacres against the Jews with some 50 million dead in a 
subsequent world war. Nowadays, the price would be still higher. 

Tal al-Zaatar, the fight and the commitment of its defenders and 
martyrs overcoming all fascist terror, has also become a synonym 
for the Palestinian Resistance itself. The Palestinian people, under 
the leadership of the PLO, will continue their struggle against 
fascist annihilation for the sake of their lives and their homeland, 
and for the lives of all democratic and peace-loving peoples. 

Hesitation in the face of fascism means death and massacre. It is 
the duty of the whole world, and of all responsible political forces, 
to understand the warning and the fight of Tal al-Zaatar, and to 
support our struggle with all means. 
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CHAPTER 1: 
“WE SHALL NOT SURRENDER”’ 
THE RESISTANCE OF TAL AL-ZAATAR 
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The people of Tal al-Zaatar: unbowed despite unprecedented terror 
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Defender to the camp who lost a leg 
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The military leader of Tal al-Zaatar (left), together with PLO-leadership, 
reporting after the successful break-through to the mountains of the camp’s 
defenders 
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CHAPTER 1: 
*“WE SHALL NOT SURRENDER’”’ 
THE RESISTANCE OF TAL AL-ZAATAR 


OPEN LETTER FROM THE INHABITANTS 
OF TAL AL-ZAATAR 


On 13 July, 1976, during the final siege of their camp, the 
population of Tal al-Zaatar addressed the following open letter to 
the Arab Foreign Ministers in Cairo, who were conferring vet 
another time in vain to halt the aggression against the Palestinian 
people in Lebanon: 


“We have heard that you are now meeting to study the 16-month 
old crisis in Lebanon. We have also heard that differences have 
arisen amongst you as to the methods to confront this crisis. 

“We have few hopes and fewer illusions as to the possibility of 
this crisis being solved in the near future, because we know that a 
solution to the problems of Lebanon will take a very long time. 

“Therefore, we speak to you now not about the crisis, but rather 
about our steadfast camp of Tal al-Zaatar, not to obtain sympathy 
but from a position of heroic steadfastness which this camp has 
maintained for every moment of this long siege, and every moment 
of the 22 days during which our camp has been subjected to fierce 
fascist attacks, 

“The fascists have shelled our homes with unprecedented 
savagery. Thousands of shells and rockets have fallen on them, 
while 54 major attacks have been launched against our camp, all of 
which we have confronted and repelled. 

“We have survived hunger, thirst and total lack of medicines, 
with a potential for steadfastness which no one can paralyze or 
break. For we know that in defending our camp, we are in fact 
defending our very existence, the life of our people, their will to 
exist, and their determination to struggle for their return to their 
homeland. 

“We are determined to remain steadfast and we have taken a 
public decision not to surrender. We will stick to our decision. 

“But in return, we wish to provide you with a graphic picture of 
our heroic camp, for we want history to recall that we have placed 
you all before your responsiblities and have provided you with all 
the facts, so that the Arab masses can be sure that you are not 
unaware of what is happening. 

“Our camp — which is now inhabited by around 30,000 men, 
women, children and old people, about 40% of whom are poor 
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Lebanese and the rest Palestinians — is today a scene of utter 
destruction. There is no water except the very little we can carry 
from the wells amidst the danger of shelling and death; no food 
except what we have been able to salvage from the wreckage of 
our homes; no clectricity whatsoever, no medicines and no medical 
treatment. 

“Many of our wounded who could have been saved, even those 
whose wounds were minor, have bled to death for lack of blood 
and medicines. You can undoubtedly imagine how painful, how 
horrible it is for a human being to bleed to death in the arms of a 
brother or a friend or a comrade without the latter being able to 
help him in any way. 

“We have buried our martyrs in the nearest shallow grave we 
could dig, and some of us were martyred in the process of burying 
them. How painful is the feeling that you will have to bury your 
friend, your child, your wife only a day or two after they are 
wounded by shrapnel or a sniper’s bullets. 


“Whatis now occurring in our heroic camp is a slap in the face of 
those who lied to the whole world when they said that they had 
come to Lebanon to break the siege around Tal al-Zaatar. They are 
still propagating the same hollow lies. However, if you are not yet 
aware of it, you should know that they are helping the isolationists. 
We declare this in all confidence for we are the ones facing death 
at any moment. We have become experts in the types of shells and 
rockets and bullets; we know where they are manufactured and 
what their source is. We know their power of destruction and we 
know how to confront them and how to avoid them. 


“We do not want to delay you, for we know that your time is 
precious and that you have a great deal of information about our 
camp. But we wish to inform you that we will fight in defense of 
this camp with our bare hands if all our ammunition is spent and all 
our weapons are gone, and that we will tighten our belts so that 
hunger will not kill us. For we have taken a decision not to 
surrender and we shall not surrender. 


“We are sorry that this letter we send you must be an open one, 
but the critical state of things forces us to hold you publicly 
responsible before the Arab masses and the world”. 


17 MONTHS OF REVOLUTIONARY RESISTANCE 
REPORT BY THE COMMANDER OF 
TAL AL-ZAATAR. 


After the fall of Tal al-Zaatar, the military commander of Tal 
al-Zaatar, Salman, at a press conference in Beirut, on 17 August, 
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1976, delivered the following report of the siege of the camp: 


“At the beginning of this conference we remember with pride 
the martyrs of the steadfast camp of Tal al-Zaatar who have 
written with their blood a heroic legend which will be a revolution- 
ary incentive to all Palestinian generations to come to continue on 
this path until victory. 


“We therefore salute the innocent martyrs: women, children, 
workers, students and teachers, as well as our comrades, the 
revolutionary cadres and fighters who died in this battle, and 
pledge to them that we will offer our blood for the sake of the path 
which they have trod and for which they were martyred. 

“During the entire period of confrogtation of the Zionist- 
imperialist-reactionary attack, Tal al-Zaatar was subjected, as 


were all the other positions of the Palestinian Revolution and the 
Lebanese National Mevement, to offensives by the isolationist 
forces, supported by imperialism and reaction. 


“But the camp of Tal al-Zaatar was a special case during these 
events, for it remained under siege for almost 17 months, during 
which the road was only opened a few times, and only small 
amounts of supplies could be brought in. 

“Tal al-Zaatar resisted with unlimited courage: very few parts of 
the world have witnessed what Tal al-Zaatar has, and Tal al-Zaatar 
has now become an international symbol of steadfastness and 
challenge, for it resisted in the face of 73 offensives by the 
isolationist forces over 53 consecutive days. 


“During these attacks, Tal al-Zaatar was shelled with heavy 
artillery and rockets and tank guns as well as intensive direct 
artillery, in spite of the fact that the houses of the camp are made 
of thin blocks of concrete, and roofed with zinc. Around 55,000 
shells of all calibres fell on the camp during the 53 days of the siege. 


“These consecutive isolationist attacks resulted in the Joint 
Forces losing some of their positions outside the camp; but the 
camp’s defenders every night launched counter-offensives against 
the isolationist positions and behind their lines, and we collected 
ammunition and weapons from them. 


Information about the Camp: 

Tal al-Zaatar was inhabited by 23 to 27,000 Palestinian and 
Lebanese citizens. The road to the camp, as mentioned above, was 
only opened a few times over the past 17 months and only a few 
supplies reached it. However during the siege, which was constant- 
ly tightened, foodstuffs and medical supplies ran out and the water 
supply was cut. The inhabitants of the camp could only obtain 
water from areas of confrontation between the Joint Forces and 
the isolationists; and every gallon of water was paid for in blood, 


for every, day around 12 women and children were killed or 
wounded because of the water. In spite of that, the masses of the 
camp in all their sectors participated in supporting the steadfast- 
ness of the camp and in raising the morale of the fighters and 
guaranteeing their needs.” 


The wounded: 

“Dozens of the camp’s wounded were martyred for lack of 
medicines, medical equipment, water and food, and because of 
critical wounds. 

“The national unity of the defenders, whether on the Palestinian 
level or the Palestinian-Lebanese level, was a living example of the 
camp’s steadfastness despite the siege and assaults. 

“In this respect, Tal al-Zaatar did not fall and will not surrender 
in spite of the fierceness of the attacks and of the overt and covert 
support to the isolationist forces by the Zionist enemy, or other 
states which remained silent throughout the bloody incidents, 
at a time when Ta! al-Zaatar was registering a legendary epic 
and a lesson to all the peoples struggling for freedom and libe 
ration. 


“The Arab regimes which kept silent throughout this period, 
have in fact taken part in the great conspiracy of silence over 
the massacreof the camp’s inhabitants,.Palestinian and Lebanese, 
at the hands of the isolationist forces. 

“Our exit from Tal al-Zaatar, in spite of the isolationist siege,was 
not easy, for we were forced to wage a defensive battle. We were 
nevertheless able to break through gaps in the isolationist lines and 
to join positions of the nationalist forces in the mountains, to join 
our comrades-in-arms and to participate with them in the battle 
against the great conspiracy being executed in Lebanon 


In conclusion, we wish to stress: 

— That Tal al-Zaatar neither fell nor surrendered. What hap- 
pened to the masses of Tal al-Zaatar is rather the responsibility of 
all the silent Arab regimes. 


—"That Tal al-Zaatar is one of the positions of the Palestinian 
Revolution, and was,and will remain,a symbol of the steadfastness 
of the Palestinian Revolution in the face of the imperialist-Zionist 
attack in Lebanon over the past 17 months, which is still going on. 


— The experience of Tal al-Zaatar is a unique one in this world, 
for it was characterized by the fierceness of the Palestinian fighter 


and the Lebanese militant, and by the uniqueness of their desper- 
ate defense of the Palestinian cause and its revolutionary presence 
in Lebanon. 
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NO CHOICE BUT TO FIGHT IN THE FACE OF FASCISM 


“The besieged population of Tal al-Zaatar have no choice left but 
to follow the steadfast slogans of their leaders. For they know well 
enough how Abu Arz and other Christian Lebanese will behave 
towards them. In the 16 months of civil war the Christians have 
already liquidated five major Muslim enclaves in their area. A 
Christian militia-man told me: ‘In Karantina most of them were 
burnt alive. 

“Many women and children who got out we let go. But the men 
we put in quarantine. We said because of the danger of epidemics. 
After three days, we finished with the dirty swines’.” 


(West German magazine “Der Stern”, No 35, August,1976, by 
Robert Pfeffer) 

“We will fight until the last drop of our blood. We are faced with 
only two choices: either to remain steadfast until we are martyred 
or to break the spearhead of the fascist attack.” 

(Cable from Palestinian command in Tal al-Zaatar, Palestine News 
Agency WAFA’ 1 July, 1976) 


FASCISM HAS ALWAYS BEEN 
DOOMED FOR DEFEAT 


At a press conference, on 17 August, 1976, Yasser Arafat, 
Chairman of the PLO Executive Committee and General Com- 
mander of the Forces of the Palestinian Revolution, made the 
following speech: 

“Regarding the courageous steadfastness of my comrades and 
brothers-in-arms, and our Lebanese and Palestinian peoples in Tal 
al-Zaatar, I cannot find the right words to hail the 2,500 martyrs 
and the large number of wounded who fell there. All I can say is 
that the battle of Tal al-Zaatar is a victory for the revolutionary 
will of the Palestinian Revolution and the Lebanese National 
Movement. 

“Militarily speaking, it was impossible to demand that these men 
fight for more than 55 days at a time when a cup of water was as 
valuable as a cup of blood. The battle of Tal al-Zaatar was a noble 
one which our fighters dealt with on the best level of struggle and 
combat, defending the Lebanese and Palestinian peoples. I can only 
say that the glorious and legendary steadfastness of Tal al-Zaatar 
has given the revolutionary Palestinian and Lebanese march 
support, power, originality, strength and revolutionary experiences 
that light the way of our people to victory. 

“Moreover, I pity those fascist isolationists who think that they 
can make victories by avenging themselves on the bodies of 
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martyrs, or that such behaviour glorifies them. True glory is for 
those men who stood fast for 55 days under the worst fighting, and 
the lack of supplies and medical aid. Fascism has always been 
destined for defeat all over the world. It may succeed for a while, 
but final victery is always for freedom and democracy. We 
understand victory as peace for Lebanon, an aim we shall continue 
fighting to achieve. It is a peace for the Lebanese and Palestinian 
peoples, and the unity of the Lebanese land and the Lebanese 
people. 

“There are certain conspiracies aiming at Balkanizing the Arab 
area; but powerful men who remained steadfast for 55 days can 
overcome all the conspiracies of Kissinger and his agents. 

“My lastwords to you are that we shall remain together until 
victory.” 

(Palestine News Agency WAFA(18 August, 1976) 
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CHAPTER 2: 
“THE INHUMAN HORROR OF NAZISM”’ 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS REPORTS AND 
OTHER FINDINGS ON TAL AL-ZAATAR 
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Tal ai-Zaatar during bombardment 
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The fascists halted the evacuation of the wounded from the camp by the ICRC 
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CHAPTER 2: 
*“‘THE INHUMAN HORROR OF NAZISM’’ 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS REPORTS AND 
OTHER FINDINGS ON TAL AL-ZAATAR 


SITUATION DURING THE SIEGE 


‘SA cup of water was as valuable as a cup of blood”’ 


After cutting the water supply to the camp, the fascist snipers were 
hunting children at water-places: 

“From up here it lies openly in front of us — a square kilometre 
field of debris, embedded between formerly elegant skyscrapers. 
20,000 Palestinians are believed to exist under the debris — living 
peuple, who have been subjected for six weeks to 3,000 shells daily 
and continuous machineegun fire, deep inside the Christian- 
Lebanese area. Nothing moves. At the corner of a street there still 
stands a traffic sign with two school children on it. It is riddled with 
bullets. The school beside it is torn up by rockets, a ruin. My 
watcher (a Christian fighter) pushes his field glasses into my hand: 
‘Look, there, don’t you see the puddle in the shadow of the debris? 
And just over the puddle, the waterpipe shot to pieces? See what is 
lying around the puddle.’... Beside me Claude pushes another piece 
of chewing-gum between his teeth, and, with pride in his voice, 
declares: ‘That is the water-place where I am hunting. I have only 
to wait here until the sun is high enough in the sky, driving the rats 
out of their holes’... Most of the lifeless figures over there are small, 
apparently children.” 

(West German magazine “Der Stern’, No 35, August, 1976, by 
Robert Pfeffer). : 


Those taken prisoner, executed and burnt 


“There is a bridge a quarter of a mile from the Montemar, my 
seaside hotel, where each day cars on their way to the beach stop 
and sightseers peer down. 

“On the rocks, about 100 feet below, are sprawled the bodies of 
Palestinian and Moslem fighters, mostly badly charred. At night, 
cars draw up at the bridge, dump bodies out of the boots, douse 
them in petrol, push them through the gap and strike a match as 
they begin their plunge. 

“The latest addition to the grisly collection has not been burned. 
He is a young man in red linen trousers lying on his back on the 
rocks with his hands tied in front of him. 
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“The bridge is a favourite place for disposing of bodies. There is 
no water below to carry them out-to the sea. They just lie there and 
decay out of the way. 

“There is not much fastidiousness in Christian-controlled Leban- 
on. Corpses lie on the sides of busy roads, and no one takes much 
notice. 

“It’s not that the Christians don’t take prisoners. It’s just that the 
prisoners don’t seem to last very long, unless there’s some good 
propaganda reason. 

“There were four captured Palestinian fighters on the outskirts 
of Tal al-Zaatar camp last week. A group of journalists asked to see 
them and were told, after a pause, that all four had been shot 
‘trying to escape’. There’s a lot of it about.” 

(British “Guardian”, 10 August, 1976, by Peter Niesewand) 


Swedish doctor calls for help for the besieged population 


“We will be dead within three days unless help comes quickly,’ 
Dr. Lars Smedmann, a Swedish physician in the besieged Tal 
Zaatar Palestinian refugee camp, radioed. 

“Dr. Smedmann, one of only two or three physicians in Tal 
Zaatar, radioed a Swedish news correspondent that he estimated 
there were 30,000 persons, including 4,000 wounded, and 1,100 dead 
in the heavily-shelled camp that is surrounded by rightist forces in 
Eastern Beirut. 

“‘All I can do is to take the wounded that I think have a chance of 
survival and try to stop their bleeding,’... 

“Dr. Smedmann said that about half the persons in Tal Zaatar 
are children, many dying of diarrhea and dehydration. 

“Rightist military commanders have acknowledged that most of 
the persons in Tal Zaatar’s basements and bomb shelters are 
non-combatants and include many poor Lebanese as well as 
Palestinians." 

(U.S. “International Herald Tribune”, 2 August, 1976, by Douglas 
W atson) 


‘| declare as an eye-witness’’ 


On 22 June, the first night of the final and most savage offensive 
against Tal al-Zaatar, Jisr al-Basha, and Nabdaa district, Radio 
Damascus stated in its late evening broadcast, that the Syrian task 
force had “returned” to the Syrian capital “after having lifted the 
siege clamped down on Tal al-Zaatar, Maslakh and Karantina.” 

A few days later, Monday Morning correspondent Nadim Abu 
Ghannam asked Sa’iqa leader Zuhair Mohsen: “Dont you think this 
was misleading information — especially now that Tal al-Zaatar is 
under siege and since the two other areas were wiped out last 
January?” Zuhair Mohsen replied: “I didn’t hear the newscast in 


question’. . . | 
(Lebanese magazine “Monday Morning”, interview with Zuhair 
Mohsen, by Nadim Abu Ghannam, 28 June, 1976) 


“Before I discuss the situation at the fallen Jisr el-Basha camp (a 
small Palestinian camp situated beside Tal al-Zaatar; the ed.) and 
the resisting Tal al-Zaatar, I declare as an eye-witness that Syrian 
forces are in Jisr el-Basha; that Syrian armour is taking part in the 
battle against Tal al-Zaatar; and that coordination between the 
‘Syrian forces of Occupation’ and the ‘Armies of Partition’ is in full 
swing. This coordination covers all the ground stretching from 
Ouyoun al-Siman (mountain area north-east of Tal al-Zaatar; the 
ed.) to the triangle of resistance. This was confirmed by ‘Abu 
Kamal’, one of the local PNL (Chamounists; the ed.) leaders. It was 
also ascertained by the Syrian officer who discussed the matter 
with me, indirectly.” 

(Lebanese magazine “Monday Morning,” 12 July, 1976, p. 16, 
quoting ‘a staff reporter of the Beirut daily as-Safir,” who visited 
the forces besieging Tal al-Zaatar) 


THE EFFORTS OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 


Report of the International Red Cross 
on the situation in Tal al-Zaatar 


Since early July, the International Red Cross (ICRC) tried to 
arrange for the evacuation of the population of the besieged camp, 
at least of the wounded ones. After several vain attempts, and as a 
result of international intervention, the Beirut ICRC representa- 
tive, Hoeflieger, managed to enter Tal al-Zaatar for a short 
inspection, on 23 July, 1976. The following are excerpts from his 
report: 

“We entered the camp by car, Dr. Caroliti, my assistant and 
myself. 

“The inside of the camp is in ruins. It is terrible. The roads, if one 
can still call them roads, are unfit for traffic. They are congested 
with all kinds of debris. The houses are destroyed, charred, there 
are pieces of walls on the ground. 


“Finally we could not continue by car... there was some sniper 
fire. We decided then to withdraw because of the shooting. On our 
way back we came across an advanced besieging group (of fascist 
forces; the ed). There we had to negociate again about our mission. 
Then we decided to immediately contact the Palestinian head- 
quarters, to ask them whether they had seen us. This they 


confirmed, the people in the camp had seen us and were awaiting 
us. A few moments later a flag suddenly appeared from behind a 
wall, slightly moving. So we started off for the longest way in my 
life, although not more than 500 metres long. We arrived at the 
wall, where we found an unarmed, small young man who led us 
through the narrow alleys of the camp to a certain place, a little 
house. It was a rather extraordinary sight. In front of that house 
there were some old people and children, a sight that you can find 
in any normal camp. We entered. Inside we passed through several 
rooms. There were women and children happy to see us. Then we 
entered an office where we met about a dozen responsible officials. 


“What struck us most was their calm. These people absolutely 
relaxed, perfectly masters of themselves — not of themselves only, 
beyond themselves. I would say to the extent that we were far 
more tense and excited than they were. 


“We immediately started to discuss, for by then we had only 
between half and three-quarters of an hour left to see the different 
problems. It was very important for us simply to establish this 
contact, although with regard to the final goal this seemed to be a 
small detail. But it was an important detail for it had taken us three 
weeks to establish it. Now we could discuss matters with the 
people directly concerned with the steps to be taken, the difficul- 
ties to be faced. I must say that I met with their total comprehen- 
sion of the problems implied by an evacuation of this kind and 
dimension. The only thing I could do was to report what I was told: 
that there were about a thousand wounded to be evacuated. 
Among those thousand there were 300 to 400 serious cases, cases of 
tetanus and gangrene. The lack of water seemed, according to 
them, the most pressing problem. Dehydration constitutes one of 
the most serious threats, provoking daily the death of several 
children.” 


(“PALESTINE” - bulletin, August 1976, French edition, Special 2) 
Fascists thwart ICRC efforts 


After the ICRC had started to evacuate some of the wounded, 
the fascist besiegers finally thwarted all further evacuation tran- 
sport by sniping at and shelling the convoys: 

“I shall not conceal from you that I have had to expose myself 
more than once to danger during the past three weeks. But we are 
not at all ready to let the civilians and wounded undergo the same 
risks during their evacuation.” 

(ICRC-representative Hoeflieger to Lebanese “L’Orient-Le Jour’, 
24 July, 1976). 

“A spokesman for the Geneva-based International Committee of 

the Red Cross said that yesterday’s scheduled evacuation effort (31 


July, 1976) also had to be cancelled because the rightist forces had 
said that Red Cross rescuers could not go completely into the camp 
to bring the wounded. 


“Michelle Mercier, the Red Cross spokesman, said only two 
persons had signed the proposed evacuation agreement, leftist 
leader Kamal Jumblat and Palestinian security chief Abu Hassan.” 


(U.S. “International Herald Tribune”, 2 August, 1976, by Douglas 
Watson) 


“In a communiqué published Thursday (29 August, 1976) in 
Geneva, the ICRC directed the attention of ‘certain factions’ to 
their ‘very great responsibility which they bear while condemning, 
through their refusal (of the evacuation; the ed.), hundreds of 
wounded to certain death’.” 

(Lebanese “L’Orient-Le-Jour’”’, 31 July, 1976) 

“An official statement of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, which is working for the evacuation of the camp, has 
announced Saturday (31 July, 1976) that the ‘conditions imposed 
by the conservative Christian forces besieging the camp are 
unacceptable’.” 


(Lebanese “L’Orient-Le-Jour”, 1 August, 1976) 


“Some ayonizing scenes took place during the evacuation of the 
first wounded. Whining, eyes closed, their bodies horribly mutilat- 
ed, each one of them was lifted with a thousand precautions onto 
one of the nine trucks of the Red Cross. Six children, whose little 
bodies were being eaten away by gangrene, were looking around 
frightened. 


“Before the convoy could leave the camp suroundings, the 
Phalangist militiamen immobilized the cars for about one hour 
under the glaring sun.” 

(French “Le Figaro”, 5 August, 1976) 


“The communiqué of the humanitarian organization states that 
under the present circumstances ‘the only really humanitarian 
solution to the problem of the besieged people of Tal al-Zaatar is an 
evacuation not only of the wounded but of the whole civilian 
population living in the camp.’ 

“The ICRC has taken this decision after having succeeded on 
Friday in organizing an evacuation of seventy-four persons which, 
however, according to an ICRC spokesman. took place ‘under 
dramatic circumstances’ and had to be ‘suddenly interrupted’. 


are the Friday operation has been characterized by ‘a movement 
of panic among the population trying to take the place of the 
wounded.’ On the other hand, snipers took the wounded lying on 
stretchers as their target. Four of them have been shot.” 
(French “Le Monde”, 8/9 August, 1976) 
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“VISIONS OF HORROR»» 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS CORRESPONDENTS REPORT 
ON THE MASS SLAUGHTER IN 
TAL AL-ZAATAR ON 12 AUGUST, 1976 


Under the pretext and cover of an alleged final agreement with 
the Arab League and the International Red Cross providing for the 
evacuation of the population of Tal al-Zaatar, the fascist forces, on 
the morning of 12 August, 1976, when the inhabitants of the camp 
began to leave their shelters, launched a sudden murderous attack 
on them and carried out an unprecedented massacre, murdering. 
according to latest evaluations, about 1,000 defenseless civilians. 
The militant defenders of the camp, however, resumed their 
resistance and nearly all of them managed to break through the 
fascist lines and reached their comrades in the mountains. 

The following are the testimonials of various international press 
correspondents: 


‘Hundreds of Palestinians and Muslim Shiites murdered” 


Douglas Watson, correspondent of “International Herald 
Tribune”’: 

“At 9am. (12 August, 1976) Lebanese rightist forces over- 
whelmed the last organized defenders of the Palestinian refugee 
camp that since January had been surrounded in east Beirut and 
for the last 51 days had been under attack. 

“About 12,000 refugees escaped from the camp last night and 
today. Dr. Hassan Sabry al-Kholy, the Arab League’s special envoy 
here, said at a press conference... that they included about 9,000 
Palestinians, 3,000 Lebanese and some others, including 100 Syrians 
and 12 Egyptians. 

“Grief and despair prevailed this afternoon at a west Beirut 
school yard where about 1,500 of the Tal Zaatar refugees had been 
brought. About half the refugees were weeping. 

“At the crossing point some had been shot at, seen others 
wounded or learned that loved ones were killed or missing. 

“A dozen refugees, interviewed individually, all told of having 
seen others killed by their captors. 

“A west Beirut volunteer who had driven a truck to the crossing 
point to help carry refugees to safety said some rightist soldiers 
had begun shooting at the long line of men, women and children 
walking across the line, setting off a panic.” 

(U.S. “International Herald Tribune”, 13 August, 1976). 


Arab League special envoy surprised 


“Dr. Hassan Sabri al-Kholi (Arab League special envoy; the ed.) 


met at noon today with Amin Gemayel and the isolationist military 
leaders. Dr. Kholi was surprised by the presence of Syrian Col. Ali 
al-Madani in the isolationist forces’ operations room.” 


(Lebanese “L’Orient-Le-Jour”, 13 August, 1976) 


‘*Souvenir from Tal al-Zaatar’’ 


Rita Porena, correspondent of the Italian newspaper ‘“Paese 
Sera’, was one of the first correspondents who managed to enter 
Tal al-Zaatar on 13 August, 1976: 


“I have seen the men of Tal al-Zaatar: lying dead in the sun in 
the alleys of the camp, on the squares, in front of the mosque, on 
the door steps, lined up along a ditch... everywhere. They remained 
silent to the appeals by their families who arrived safely in west 
Beirut, the wonien were weeping. At the roundabout of the camp 
we asked permission to enter the camp: mamnoua - forbidden. It 
was full of armed men, soldiers of the Barakat army and cars 
loaded with various objects such as sewing machines, radios, TV 
sets, and even arm-chairs stacked on top of the cars coming from 
Tal al-Zaatar. After the conquest and the massacre it was time for 
looting. 

“Suddenly the men started shooting in the air, and a scuffle broke 
out among the jackals: the booty of a refugee camp is not 
particularly attractive, yet it is at least something and they kill for 
less than that there. At the Noumour (Chamoun’s party fighters) 
headquarters in Jisr al-Basha, they assigned a guide for us called 
Dayan. He is one-eyed and likes this nickname. Another one is 
called Rommel. Two other fascists were instructed to drive us back 
through the roundabout into the camp, 

“There is a dead body lying on the ground; I can’t look at him 
closely — but something is missing. He is lying way in the middle 
of the road, and the cars are rolling over him. We are entering the 
camp between the debris and the alleyways full of personal 
belongings, miserable rags. 

“Inside the camp strange silhouettes are moving around, wearing 
surgery masks, going in and out of the houses. Their arms are 
loaded: they carry soap boxes, glasses, towels, lamp shades... They 
deposit the booty in front of the doorstep and continue to search. 
Today there is stealing in Tal al-Zaatar. 

“I look on the ground. There is the dead body of a woman with 
closed swollen eyes. We are walking toward a small square. In a 
place which had once been a school there are some armed men 
saluted by our guides ‘God give you strength, God be with you’. 

“A few metres away there are the bodies of a man and a child... 
they are lying there in the sun already in the process of decomposi- 
tion — yet all around them people are relaxed, greet each other, 
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bless each other, chat and I feel I’m the only one seeing them. No, 
my colleague has seen them too. From the balcony on the first 
floor of a hospital we can see the camp, a collection of crushed 
roofs and a smell of death — concrete and palpable. Sun and heat 
are relentless: the corpses of yesterday are beginning to 
decompose. 

“We are leaving the mosque walking along the alley, the corpses 
are lying everywhere and too many to be counted, the masked men 
are walking on them. 

“Now we are driving by car taking a wider road with bodies lying 
alongside. On the right there is a ditch. The fascist sitting beside me 
asks me to look at it. There are many corpses lined up with their 
feet towards the road. The fascist says they were all killed 
yesterday, and that he himself only had killed 40 on that same day 
to avenge his brother. 

“We are advancing in zigzag between the bodies. The fascist 
driver suggests we bruise one. We just managed to answer: ‘No, 
have mercy.’ 

“Armed men everywhere loaded with booty, one of them sitting 
on a suitcase and holding a trophy cup in his hands. The fascist 
driver stops the car and laughs: ‘Souvenir from Tal al-Zaatar.’ The 
one beside me keeps on chatting. He says war is tough, that he is 
not seeing his family. But ‘now the battle is won as you can see, 
there are no more Palestinians alive in Tal al-Zaatar.’ The press is 
here to acknowledge this. 

“He explains how they proceeded: they asked them to come out 
from the shelters and crumbled houses, then they separated the 
Lebanese from the others. The others, the Palestinians, again were 
separated into two groups: women and children on one side and 
the men, unfortunately, killed, massacred. 

“I have not covered more than 1,000 square metres inside the 
camp. I could not count the corpses for they were too many. The 
camp is quite large, it has a surface of 295,000 square metres. 

“All those who remain silent, those who have hesitated to 
condemn, those who collaborated, those who have sold arms, those 
who are always ready to condemn Palestinian ‘terrorism’, those 
who already say that there are ‘only’ 300 martyrs — let them go see 
and count, the dead are still lying in the sun. They are there for all 
of us, they will let them decay in the sun and run over them with 
cars carrying girls who come to honour the conquerors. No one has 
saved Tal al-Zaatar.” 

(Rita Porena, correspondent of Italian ‘“Paese Sera’, 13 August, 
1976). 


‘‘Bulldozers removing loads of corpses”’ 


Xavier Baron, correspondent of “Agence France Press-AFP”’: 
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“On Friday morning (13 August, 1976) two enormous bulldozers 
were removing entire loads ot corpses from the ruins of Tal 
al-Zaatar camp. A vision of horror starts at the northern entrance 
to the camp in Dekwaneh; and one must wear a mask to walk 
through the alley ways where a putrid odour hangs in the air. 
Scores of corpses cover this area. It is impossible to count them 
without visiting one by one the homes, the walls of which have 
been destroyed by shells, in order to add up the number of men and 
also women and children lying on the floor. 

“At the side of the battered street through which, between a 
number of buildings which have collapsed like a deck of cards, it is 
possible to pass from Dekwaneh — which has for a long time been 
controlled by the conservative forces — into the sector which was 
integrated into the Palestinian camp, bodies of men and youths lie 
covered-by a cloud of flies. Bulldozers are carrying them away into 
a communal ditch a few metres away. 

“ Most of the victims lying on the side of the road seem to have 
been shot down Thursday morning when the whole population 
began to come out of the camp in crowds after being addressed 
through loudspeakers and encouraged to leave. 

“Dekwaneh and the Palestinian camp — around lkm by 700 
metres in area — today resemble a demolition site. There is not one 
building left which has not been smashed by several shells. Whole 
walls have collapsed. The minaret of the Mosque and the steeple of 
the Church were both destroyed. The homes are all empty. 
Everything in these modest interiors has been abandoned. 

“It is mostly in the densely-populated quarter of Dekwaneh that 
the battle of Tal al-Zaatar seems to have been waged during the 
past 3 weeks. For the shacks of the camp with their walls of cement 
did not resist the artillery pounding for long. Therefore the brunt 
of the fighting gradually shifted to Dekwaneh, where the narrow 
streets and the 4 or 5-storey buildings and their basements offered 
better protection. 


“In the space of the one hour which we spent in the largest part 
of Dekwaneh and the camp proper, it was not possible to see any 
huge fortifications. 

“The district, graduated along the slope of a hill, gives the 
impression that the defenders of the camp utilized all the resources 
offered by the terrain. It was not ‘The Atlantic Wall’, but a network 
of underground basements and passages, arranged and fortified in 
certain places for the needs of the battle. 

“The dried-up sewers and underground channels must also have 
served the fighters as passageways. Near the entrance of Dekwa- 
neh, a trénch was dug out in an empty lot in order tu allow safe 
access to a house overlooking the sector. Certain streets are cut off 
by barricades of cars and barrels. For the assailants who do not 
know the terrain of the quarter well, each step could reveal a 
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murderous trap.” 
(French “Le Monde”, 5 August, 1976) 


‘*Continued resistance’’ 


Lucien George, correspondent of “Le Monde”’: 

“On this Friday morning (13 August, 1976) rearguard Palestinian 
elements continued to resist in the ruins of al al-Zaatar camp.Ac- 
cording to a partial and unofficial estimate cited by our correspon- 
dent, the last 24 hours of the siege of Tal al-Zaatar resulted in a 
very large number of dead — 400 according to AFP, of whom a 
hundred were murdered fugitives. An eye-witness quoted by AFP 
said: “The majority of the corpses were lying on the ground, face 
down, with a wound in the back of the neck”. 

“At the same time, in Dekwaneh, conservative militiamen were 
carrying out two successive selections among the population of the 
camp which had arrived there: first, they would separate the 
Lebanese from the Palestinians, allowing the first lot to leave; then 
they would divide the Palestinians into two groups: men between 
16 and 40 years of age; and women, children and the rest of the 
men. It was then that summary executions were in fact carried out. 
The tales of those who fled all include the same horror scene: 
militiamen firing at the group of Palestinians. Some spoke of 
bodies dragged behind cars until they died. Seven nurses were 
reported to have been killed inside the camp’s clinic.” 

(French “Le Monde”, 14 August, 1976) 


‘All captured Palestinian men killed”’ 


Jim Muir, correspondent of “Inter Press Service,” Rome; 

‘To walk around inside the shattered remains of the Palestinian 
refugee camp of Tal al-Zaatar today (13 August, 1976) was to 
realize why the thousands of survivors who made their way 
yesterday to West Beirut were all crying. 

“The first thing that strikes you as you approach the camp is the 
all-pervading stench of death. Then, as you make your way into the 
camp’s perimeter with the hordes of rightist looters — most of 
them wearing surgical masks because of the stench — you begin to 
see their bodies. 

‘Bodies everywhere. On the road into the camp, the mangled and 
barely recognizable remains of a woman, now being casually 
crushed into the ground by the cars of the looters. In the twisting 
alleyways between the huts and shacks which made up the camp, 
scores of bodies lie twisted among the pathetic contents of their 
houses, all thrown out into the alleyways. 

“Whole families lie rotting in the hot August sun. A disem- 
bowelled woman beside her young son, also with his guts protrud- 
ing from his slit stomach. Old men, old women, young women, 
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children lie everywhere you look. 

“The National Liberal Party fighters who escorted me to the 
camp told me that the scores of bodies we saw and smelle_ were all 
killed yesterday during the final rightist offensive on t:ie camp. 
One of the fighters said that he personaly had killed «0 people 
yesterday in revenge for one of his friends who had been killed 
earlier in the fighting. 

“From the sights at Tal al-Zaatar today it seems clear that all 
those who had remained in the camp itself were killed indiscrimi- 
nately. In the camp itself virtually all the bodies I saw were of 
women, children and old meh. In a small area to the side of the 
camp, however, there was a pile of some 20 or 30 bodies of men of 
all ages who had clearly been shot in the same location. 

“It is impossible to estimate even approximately how many were 
killed in yesterday’s carnage at Tal al-Zaatar. National Liberal 
Party official Dory Chamoun told journalists today that he 
estimated that there were some 1,400 to 2,000 bodies inside the 
camp, and judging from the areas of the camp which I saw these 
figures seem quite likely. 


“But much of the camp’s population had taken refuge in the 
shelters and basements under the tall apartment buildings in the 
adjacent Ras Dekwaneh area. What became of these, I asked one 
of the National Liberal fighters. 

“ ‘They were sorted out, and the Lebanese families given to the 
Phalangists for safe-keeping. Palestinian women and children were 
given to the Red Cross. The Palestinian men were all killed,’ he 
replied. 

“All resistance from the camp has now ceased, and the rightist 
fighters and others from the Christian areas who have been given 
permission to loot are free to pick through the debris of the camp 
in search of television sets, washing machines, refrigerators and 
whatever else is worth carrying away. At the rightist checkpoint at 
the camp roundabout there were angry scenes as rightist gunmen 
squabbled over the booty, with shots frequently being fired into 
the air in anger. 


“Although it seems clear that many hundreds of non-combatants 
were massacred yesterday, a question-mark hangs over the fate of 
many of the menfolk. Arab League envoy Dr. Hassan Sabri 
Al-Kholi told journalists last night that he had personally brought 
60 captured fighters with him to Western Beirut, and a number of 
other fighters are known to have escaped from the eastern side of 
the camp and made their way to safe territory through the 
mountains. 

“But very few other men have appeared in West Beirut, and 
yesterday’s flood of refugees was almost devoid of men. Accordang 
to most accounts, many of them were slaughtered at the Funduqiy- 
ya area of Dekwaneh, where they were assembled, while others 


were liquidated by numerous rightist barricades along the road to 
West Beirut. 

“The fall of Tal al-Zaatar is clearly a major human catastrophe, 
and a severe psychological blow to the Palestinians. But Palestinian 
optimists see the very fact that the camp was able to hold out for 
so long against such overwhelming odds as a source of pride and 
glory. 

“But other Palestinian circles are not so charitable in their 
assessment of the disaster. Angry scenes took place in West Beirut 
as some leftists and Palestinian dissenters demonstrated against 
the agreement which the Palestinian leadership had come to with 
the Phalangists for the complete evacuation of the camp. 

“If the agreement had been implemented as planned, with the 
Red Cross and Arab peacekeeping forces supervising an orderly 
withdrawal of all the camp’s population to the western quarters of 
Beirut, yesterday’s bloodbath could have been avoided. 

“But the agreement apparently served only to lull the camp’s 
inhabitants into a false sense of security, allowing the rigitist 
assault at dawn yesterday to catch them unprepared. According to 
Palestinian sources, the camp had been told by the Palestinian 
leadership of the agreement, and so they came out of their shelters 
when rightists with loudspeakers called on them to surrender 
yesterday morning. 

Then the carnage began.” 

(Italian “IPS”, 13 August, 1976) 


‘*‘Told to run and then shot down”’ 


“WP” - correspondent: 


“Some clearly were executed by their captors. A U.S. television 
crew driving yesterday (12 August, 1976) across a high bridge, just 
north of Junieh, saw a young man as he was led to the edge of the 
ravine by his hair, was told to run and then was shot down. ‘ Others 
said that yesterday afternoon they saw cars towing away bodies 
from near the camp while some of those being dragged apparently 
were still alive. 

“A Swedish doctor who had been in Tal al-Zaatar estimated that 
1,600 persons were killed there during the last days of intense 
attack,local newspapers reported.” 

(U.S. “International Herald Tribune 14 15 August, 1976) 


The execution of the nurses 
Tim Pearce, correspondent of “Reuter News Agency”: 
“While the UPI correspondent describes the ground littered with 


hundreds of corpses, Reuter’s special envoy, Tim Pearce, reports 
that two doctors who fled the camp, Abdel Aziz Labadi and 


Youssef Iraqi made a statement regarding the ‘summary execution 
of 60 male and female nurses’ by the Christian milita-men. 

“Dr Iraqi. who was saved by a Syrian officer whom he had once 
treated, relates: ‘The dozen male and female nurses accompanying 
us were taken away in twos. I heard machine-gun shots, screams, 
and then nothing, . 50 other male and female nurses met the same 
fate.’ 

“The two doctors believe that around 60,000 shells fell on the 
camp during the 52-day siege, and estimate the number of people 
killed at 2,000, and those wounded at 3,000, the victims being nine 
times out of ten children and civilians. They related the example of 
three girls from the same family who were killed one after the 
other at one day intervals, while fetching water from one of the 
camp’s wells. 

“Dany Chamoun, son of Camille Chamoun and commander of 
the NLP militia, also estimated that over 2,000 people had perished 
inside the camp of Tal al-Zaatar. He declared that his militia had 
suffered 83 dead and 215 wounded.” 


“Tim Pearce described the scenes of looting which he witnessed: 
Carrying away TV and radio sets and furniture, the looters pass in 
front of the decomposing corpses of the ‘Palestinian Stalingrad’. 
The looters rush towards the ruins and empty out all that remains 
inside. Armed with handkerchiefs to protect themselves from the 
odour of the dead in the camp, hidden in the shelters or rotting in 
the sun, they systematically search ruins. 


“Most of the looters are Christian militiamen. They doubtless 
have part-time jobs, but rely on looting to make a bit more cash. 
Whole families who have come in cars mingle with the militia to 
benefit from the bargains. In a street, a child’s body lies, over which 
people have walked several times. Only his feet retain any 
resemblance to the human form. The rest has been crushed by the 
tracks of armoured cars or bulldozers.” 

(French “Le Monde”, 15/16 August, 1976) 


Killing of babies: ‘‘I want to taste this Palestinian blood”’ 


Minno Candito, correspondent of “La Stampa”: 

“I saw, on the spot, dozens of bodies of people who had not died 
in combat but who had been executed by a bullet in the head. I 
gathered first-hand testimonies from the relatives of victims 
concerning the execution of prisoners, who were sometimes seized 
from the trucks. 


“There are things which we shall never talk about, because the 
inhuman horror of Nazism has found a place in this tragedy. We 
saw a Volkwagen and a Ford dragging the bodies of Palestinians. In 
Ashrafiyeh, a few women stopped a truck and said: “Our son has 


been killed. These men too must die’. The Christian militiamen 
took their vengeance on the spot. Also in Ashrafiyeh, a militiaman 
killed a few-months old baby in his father’s arms, saying: ‘I want to 
taste this famous Palestinian blood.’ I saw children banging their 
heads against the wall, shouting: ‘I have no one left in the world.’ 
French “Le Monde 15/16 August, 1976) 


CHAPTER 3: 
EYE-WITNESS REPORTS OF THE PEOPLE 
OF TAL AL-ZAATAR 
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Mamdouh and Kassem, two of the nurs 2s of Tal al-Zoatar who were murdered on 
12 August, 1976 
When the supposed ‘“‘evacuation”’ started on 12 August... 
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Child survivor 


Yassir Arafat, Chairman ef the PLO, visiting a wounded defender of the camp 


CHAPTER 3: 
EYE-WITNESS REPORTS OF THE PEOPLE OF TAL AL-ZAATAR 


INHABITANTS’ TESTIMONIALS 


Buried alive 


On 24 July, the fascists committed a most barbarous mass 
murder against Palestinian and Lebanese civilians. When their 
forces captured Tallet al-Meer, one of the defensive positions of Tal 
al-Zaatar, some 500 Palestinian and Lebanese civilians, mainly old 
men, women and children, attempted to leave the basement of a 
building there in which they had taken shelter after life in the camp 
had become unbearable owing to the continuous shelling and 
sniping. Discovering this, the fascist forces started shooting at and 
shelling the entrances to the basement, preventing anybody from 
entering or leaving it. Then they attacked the pillars supporting the 
building so that it collapsed, destroying the roof of the basement. 
They continued shooting at and shelling the ruins of the building to 
prevent the rescue of those trapped, regardless of the calls of the 
International Red Cross for a ceasefire so that it might save the 
lives of the survivors. People from neighbouring buildings were 
able to rescue 20 survivors and 7 dead bodies, the others all 
perished under the debris. The following are testimonials by some 
of those rescued: 


Jamila Saleh (aged 15): 

“Owing to the heavy shelling during the last period of siege, I 
moved with my father, mother, and five younger brothers and 
sisters to the basement of a building near Tallet al-Meer defensive 
position. My two eldest brothers, Jamil (22) and Mohammad (20), 
were martyred during the fighting. When the isolationists had 
occupied the above-mentioned position, we fled to the basement of 
a neighbouring building taking with us the little amount of 
foodstuffs we were left with. We stayed there for about 15 days, 
when the basement was destroyed over our heads, after which I 
was taken, with those who were still alive, out to another 
basement.” 

Describing what it was like when the basement collapsed, Jamila 
said: 

“I was sitting with my mother and brothers near a wall. Heavy 
shelling was heard outside. Suddenly, I heard a crashing and the 
roof fell down. I felt stones falling on me. I could see nothing; only 
darkness around me. Sounds of crying and moaning were echoing 
in the shelter. I began to feel my way not Knowing where to. I saw 
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light coming from a hole where I was able to recognize the wall. I 
heard talking outside so I began shouting: ‘Help! Help!.’ I walked 
towards that opening where I saw a hand stretched down. I clung 
to it so that I was drawn out. I was taken to another basement. 
Later, I learned that my mother and one of my sisters were lost 
under the wreckage.” 

Regarding how she got to West Beirut, Jamila said that her 
father told the armed men that. they were Syrians and lost their 
identity cards in their burnt house. 

Jamila’s brother, Khalid (12 yrs.), described what he had seen 
during the last moments in the shelter: 

“I saw the pillars of the basement breaking down. I ran to the 
corner. The roof began to fall. I knelt down. Earth and stones fell 
on me. It was very dark; I began to feel the earth and stones 
moving away from my legs and body. I noticed light coming from a 
hole at the upper edge of a wall. I heard people talking outside. I 
began to cry begging them to rescue me. They soon started 
breaking the hole wide. A hand was stretched down pulling me up. 
At the moment I was being raised up, I heard my younger brother 
Marwan of 3 yrs. old, crying, ‘Khalil | want to eat.’ and another girl, 
named Jamila, calling me: ‘Khalid; my hand is cut’.” 

Eida Moussa (aged 37): 

She is another of those few whom it was possible to help and 
bring back to life in spite of the isolationists’ continuous savage 
shelling on the collapsed building, in a determined effort to put all 
those in the destroyed basement to death. She recalled her last 
minutes there: 

“I went to that basement when the isolationists had got to the 
Tallet al-Meer position where we were staying in a nearby 
basement. I was sitting in a corner picking out the small pieces of 
stone from a little quantity of lentils which I was preparing to cook 
for my children who were sitting around me. At a little distance, 
there were some other housewives doing the same action, since 
lentils had become the only foodstuff left. Suddenly the roof of the 
basement dropped down at the middle, cutting the whole room into 
two parts. My children began crying. I began pushing them to the 
corner, exactly between the two walls. The breaking down of the 
roof resulted in a hole at the top corner from which IT saw some 
light; but it was too narrow to pass a child up through After a time 
I heard some men calling us through that hole. They began 
widening it after which they were able to pull up my children. I was 
too heavy for them to carry up as well as too large to get through 
that narrow hole. They passed me a stone by which I began to dig 
away at the edge of the hole so that I was able to get through. I lost 
my son, Mohammad, aged 13 years, who remained in the other part 
of the destroyed basement. My daughter, Fatima, aged 15 years, 
who is still at the hospital, had her thigh-bone broken.” 


Mariam Hamadi (aged 43): 

“I' was sitting with my children at the middle of the basement 
near a pillar on which I was leaning my back. Suddenly I felt the 
pillar moving away from my back and heard a cracking noise. I was 
terrified and perplexed to see the roof cracking down on two of my 
daughters, Najma, aged 20 years, Jamila, aged 15 years, and my son 
Nabil, aged 5 years. It was the last time I saw them. Some men 
succeeded in getting down to save us. When we were out, I found 
my daughter Laila, aged 13 years, had her leg broken, and Iman, 
aged 11 years, had her arm also broken.” 

The two girls, Laila and Iman, were sitting near their mother 
listening to her telling about those perilous moments. Laila, holding 
her breath as if living those moments, interrupted her mother 
saying: 

“I was lying covered with stones up to my breast. I tried to take 
them off my body or at least to move my legs bit by bit from 
beneath them, but all these attempts were in vain. A few yards 
away from me, I heard a Lebanese woman, called Umm Musa, 
about 40 years old, talking to a man helping her out, whom I 
recognized as my father. I shouted to him: ‘ Father, I am Laila, I am 
here, help me, quick.’ But my father continued helping that woman 
out, answering: ‘Wait a little; I will be back quickly.’ 

“When he came back he took the stones off me and carried me 
out, then my sister Iman. He went back again to look for my uncle, 
Ali, whom he found dead with his son Ibrahim aged 12 years, and 
his daughter Zainab aged 8 years, while his daughter Zubaida aged 
2 years was still alive. He picked up the live child and came back to 
us.” 

Concerning the evacuation of the camp, Mariam, the mother, 
Sald: 

“On our way to Dekwaneh, the Phalangists stopped us. My 
husband told them that we are Syrians so as to let us pass. We saw 
the dead bodies of many of our relatives but we could not stop. 
About 600 people from our village, Al-Khalsa, were killed inside Tal 
al-Zaatar and outside it on the evacuation day.” 

Ramziah Adib, 16 years: 

“I can never forget the screams — during three days — of the 
people immured in the shelter that had broken down... Afterwards 
we listened trying to distinguish a sound, a voice. But there was no 
sign of life any more.” 


‘Kissing their families before creeping out for food’’ 


Amne Hamadi (aged 20): 

“Several times the camp had been subjected to siege. This had 
made us realize that we should stock as much food as possible. But 
all these reserves, and even those kept by the Palestinian organiza- 
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tions for the use of the fighters as well as the civilians, were not 
sufficient to last for that long period of siege. The continuous 
shelling destroyed most houses in the camp, so that people had to 
evacuate to the basements of the neighbouring buildings. Hou- 
sewives used to go back to their houses daily to prepare some food 
for their children. But when the isolationists captured the front 
defence lines of the camp, it became very dangerous for anybody 
to go back to his house, because all the alleys in the camp were 
subjected to isolationist sniper fire, in addition to the 24-hour 
shelling, especially during the last 52-day siege. At night, some men 
used to risk creeping to the ruins of their houses to drag out any 
foodstuffs they inight find beneath the ruins. Those who took such 
risks used to kiss their families as if bidding them the last farewell. 
{n fact, most of them never returned. 

“Fetching water was the most dangerous of all, since the water. 
sources were overlooked by the isolationist positions. Sometimes, 
10 persons went out at a time, but only two or three came back. 
Once, two sisters went to bring water; one of them returned 
wounded, while the other remained there shot dead. Several people 
resorted to swamps and sewers in their search for some water to 
boil for drinking. 

“Another problem was that of burying the dead. A few of them 
were buried in the alleys and in the ground wherever it was 
possible to dig. Many remained thrown in different unreachable 
places. Bad odours could be smelt everywhere. Once, we collected 
24 corpses and put them in a deep ditch, previously dug for a 
shelter, and began to throw earth on them. But as soon as the 
isolationists noticed us, they began shelling the area, increasing the 
number of the dead. 

“We had never thought of yielding in spite of the hardships we 
were facing in our daily life. We insisted on resisting until the last 
man. After the complete lack of water in the camp, insistence on 
staying there was for nothing but to die of thirst which is illogical. 
So, we agreed to leave the camp after we had learned that the 
International Red Cross was going to supervise the evacuation 
although we were expecting the isolationists not to abide by the 
accord. 

“On the evacuation day, it happened that we reached Dekwaneh 
just as the ICRC trucks had arrived; so we were transported 
directly to the Western side of Beirut.” 


The massacre of Jisr al-Basha 
During the siege, the fascist gangs “‘succeeded”’,, on 29 June, 1976, 
in taking Jisr al-Basha, a very small and also completed isolated 


camp about 1 km far from Tal al-Zaatar, and perpetrated a 
massacre against its defenseless inhabitants, which left no doubt 
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about the fate the fascists intended also for the population of Tal 
al-Zaatar: 

“According to the accounts by fighters from Jisr al-Basha, which 
were received in the presence of a leading Arab diplomat currently 
in Beirut, the attackers who stormed the besieged camp fired into 
shelters crowded with women and children slaughtering scores of 
them. The attackers, the majority of whom were drunk according 
to these accounts, proceeded to rape the women militants and 
young girls of the camp whom they captured, and then murdered 
them. 

“The fascist gunmen surrounded the Palestinian Red Crescent 
clinic in Jisr al-Basha, where many of the wounded had already 
died for lack of medicines and blood, and attacked the wounded 
with bayonets and rifle-butts. They captured large numbers of the 
survivors of the camp and in the neighbouring Qal’a region, took 
them to Sin al-Fil, and after interrogating them under torture, 
executed them.” 

(Palestine News Agency “WAFA’”, 1 July, 1976) 

“A report from Jisr al-Basha, delivered today by survivors from 
the camp, listed some of the crimes committed by the fascist forces 
against the inhabitants of the camp as following: 

— The extermination of 15 families in shelters. 

— The killing of 8 of the wounded. 

— The killing of 6 female militants, among them Wadad Qa’bour 
and her husband, Amal Hassoun, Amal Haddad, and the capture of 
Bernadette Battish, the sister of Hanna Battish. 

— The killing of four children (under 12 years old) under cars. 

— The hanging of the commander of the Palestinian Armed 
Struggle Command, Abu Mohammad, and his wife, on crosses. 

— Beating of the priest Boulos Abdel Karim with rifle-butts, 
after his clothes were torn off and he was spat at and humilated. 

— The killing of 35 militants who participated in confronting the 
savage assault. 

— The expulsion of the inhabitants of the camp which is now 
being wiped out with bulldozers.” 

(Palestine News Agency “WAFA”, 9 July, 1976) 


‘The will for survival against thousands of shells’’ 


Mohammad Dyab (aged 30): 

“I came back to Lebanon in October 1974 after I had finished my 
studies for the M.A. in Economics in New York. I was living in 
Rashidiyeh camp in South Lebanon when the PLO asked for 
volunteer teachers to teach in Tal al-Zaatar. I went there last 
October and remained till the evacuation day. During the evacua- 
tion, I was lucky enough to meet a representative of the Interna- 
tional Red Cross who took me with others from Tal al-Zaatar to 
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West Beirut. 

“We remained living in the camp until the isolationists succee- 
ded in capturing the front defence lines of the camp, from which 
time they became able to snipe at anyone moving in the alleys or 
from one house to another. Then we had to move into the 
neighbouring buildings around the camp where the danger from 
sniping and shelling was less, and the fortification of the shelters 
much better. This was merely a partial solution to the problem of 
the civilians, who were able to carry only their children and a small 
supply of foodstuffs to the new shelters. They were obliged to go 
back to the camp to fetch as much food as they could carry, while 
facing the danger of shelling and sniping. Doing this at night was 
no better owing to the continuous shelling. Ninety per cent of the 
houses in the camp were completely destroyed, and many of those 
who had taken the risk of going back to the camp to search for 
some food to bring to their children never returned. 

“The nutrition problem was unbearable: no food, no bread, no 
milk for the children, no water in the water pipes in the houses. 
Imagine the feelings of a father or mother when their children are 
crying for food and there is nothing to give them. The will for 
survival was stronger than the hundreds of tanks and armoured 
vehicles surrounding us and the thousands of shells daily falling on 
us. We found a store filled with lentils and chick-peas and starch, 
and this was a great help to us. We began to boil the lentils and use 
them for our meals, feeding the babies on the water they had been 
cooked in, as a substitute for milk. Women began to grind the 
lentils and the chick-peas, and mixed them with some starch to 
bake them as loaves. 

“The worst problem was the water problem, since the need for it 
was even greater than the need for food. There were some big 
cemented holes in the ground intended to be built into shelters. 
These contained some rain water that had not yet dried up. As 
neglected places, these holes contained a great deal of rubbish as 
well as dead animals and other dirt. This is the water we used to 
take and boil and use as drinking water. When this water was all 
used up, we had no other choice but to break a water pipe, 
although going to the pipe put our lives in danger from the sniping 
of the isolationists who were not far away. The water coming 
through this pipe was so little that one sometimes had to wait 
about 12 hours to fill a can of 10 litres. Majeed Ajjawi, aged 16, was 
shot dead while he was trying to fix a long rubber pipe to the water 
tap so that people could avoid the sniper fire. His father, Nawfal, 
aged 45, was wounded there three days later. 

“All those who used to go to fetch water knew that a cup of 
water might cost them a cup of blood. It was difficult to accept, but 
there was no choice. If there is a picture that can never be 
forgotten, it is that of the 40-year-old woman who was shot in the 
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shoulder while dragging the bucket away from the tap. She refused 
our attempts to take her to the hospital to stop her wound 
bleeding, and insisted, ‘I will not go to the hospital until I see my 
children drinking’. She woudn’t listen to the other women’s 
protests that they would take the water to her children so that she 
might go directly to hospital. We took her to her home; all the way 
she was changing the bucket from one hand to the other. She 
wouldn’t let us carry it. When she got there, she put the bucket 
down, and at once took up her 8-month-old baby to feed him at her 
breast, while her 3-year-old child bent his head down to the bucket 
to drink. To drink what? Water mixed with his mother’s blood. 

“During the last days, it became impossible to bury all those who 
were killed daily. Dogs and cats began to eat the flesh of the 
unburied corpses. There were cases of hydrophobia (rabies). A 
child of five died after being bitten by a dog; after this, instructions 
to shoot all dogs and cats were given.” 


‘*‘Dogs came to eat the dead bodies’’ 


Samir, a Lebanese of twenty-four years, evacuated from the 
Palestinian camp of Tal al-Zaatar, enrolled with the Arab Lebanese 
Army: 

“At first we could receive first-aid treatment. I was treated for 
some days in the clinic. Later, as the number of wounded increased 
and the places were limited, I had to return home, that is to a 
shelter with sixty-five people. 

“There were children, women, and wounded. 

“The big problem was water. During the first few days of siege, 
the women and children went to get water in the evening. It was 
necessary to take advantage of the dark, for in the daytime the 
way was exposed to sniper fire. 

.. After the attackers had cut the water supply, we had to walk 
across a vague area to reach a water pool inside an orchard. People 
did not dare to go alone, they went in small groups. Then the water 
was not drinkable. We had to boil it. 

.. Once a day we could have a big plate of lentils. 

“Lacking everything in the camp, it became even impossible to 
bury the dead. Finally we put the dead bodies in nylon bags. But 
there was an unbearable smell, for the bodies would remain under 
the sun for several days before we could reach them. 

“There was a deep trench where we used to put the bodies. One 
day a mortar fell in the midst of it. Pieces of corpses were thrown 
everywhere. Dogs and cats came to eat them.” 


““A big cemetery’”’ 


Sana Alawiyeh (18 years) 3 
“I went with my brother to fetch water; we filled the jerrycan, 


then my brother was hit in the neck. He refused to leave the 
Jerrycan and be taken to the clinic. He insisted on being taken 
home, he wanted to take the water himself to my mother and my 
small brothers, to see them smile — but he died before arriving 
home. The camp had become a big cemetery...” 


“We returned with the water’’ 


Amne Hamadi (20 years): 

“During the siege,I went with eight other girls to fetch water. 
Two of us were killed next to the pool and four others wounded, 
but we returned with the water.” 


The Exodus 


Nafli Abdallah (aged 73): 

“The night before the evacuation, we heard a loudspeaker calling 
the civilians to go to Dekwaneh - a nearby town - where there 
would be trucks waiting to carry them to West Beirut under the 
supervision of the International Red Cross. 

“We left the basement in which we had been living since the 
beginning of the 52-day siege. Hundreds of people were leaving the 
area. It was an exhausting departure for us, no less terrible than 
that long period of ‘imprisonment’ in the basement. I left with my 
daughter, two daughters-in-law, and their 16 children. My husband 
had been evacuated earlier with the wounded, for he had been hit 
with shrapnel from a shell. Although he was old, yet he had 
participated in the defence of the camp, using his hunting gun. One 
of my sons is working outside Lebanon, and the other I haven’t 
seen since the evacuation. 

“We walked all the way to Dekwaneh carrying the young 
children on our backs with the others walking in front of us. In 
Dekwaneh, about three thousand men, women and children 
gathered in the yard of the Hotel Training Center. We joined them 
to sit and wait for the morning and for the ICRC trucks to come, as 
we had been told. The children were crying, begging for food and 
water, but we were not allowed to give ‘hem any. From time to 
time, armed men holding lamps used to com”, walk among us, pick 
out the men and youths and take them away. I sa.v them pick out 
five men, tie their hands behind their backs, and force them to 
walk to some place behind the Hotel Training Center. Then, I heard 
rifle shots, after which the armed men returned. ‘We have killed 10 
Palestinians’, they began shouting boastfully to the thers. 

“We spent that night in great grief and trouble. In the morning, 
our main problem was how to find a truck ‘o leave the area. At last 
my daughter was lucky in finding a truck, the driver of which 
demanded 200 L.L. to drive us to the cross ng point (between East 
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and West Beirut). My daughter found a woman who agreed to go 
with us and pay half the cost. But no sooner had she taken the 100 
L.L. out of her pocket, than an armed man snatched it out of her 
hand. The driver then agreed to be paid later so that my daughter 
and the other woman might not be robbed again.” 

Nafli thought for a while, and then, pointing to a child lying in 
front of her she continued: 

“This child, Majid, can’t move either hand or leg. The doctor told 
us that he has had a nervous breakdown resulting from the noise of 
the shelling we were subjected to. We lost his father, aged 31, his 
aunt, aged 29, and his 18-year-old sister in the crowd on our way to 
Dekwaneh. His father, my son, was carrying him, and the woman 
who brought him here told us what had happened. My son was 
holding the child and sitting with his sister and his niece. The 
Phalangists saw the young girl, Hanna, and took her by the hand to 
lead her away. She was a tall, pretty, blonde girl. Her uncle and 
aunt interfered to free her. These criminals began to beat her uncle 
and his sister with the butts of their rifles. Another of our relatives 
who was there picked up the child when his father and aunt had 
been thrown to the ground and tied up. With nobody there to 
protect the girl, the Phalangists began to drag her by the hair to 
their car. She clung to the door of the car refusing to get in, 
whereupon they bégan to stab her with the bayonets at the head of 
their rifles till she dropped down dead. My son and daughter are 
still missing. 

“My grand-daughter was not the only victim of their savagery; 
near the crossing point, I saw the armed men pushing a girl of 
about 17 and her 15-year old brother into their car.” 

Abu Ahmad: 

“In Dekwaneh, a taxi-driver told me: ‘If you have 200 L.L. I will 
get you and your family out.’ We met four barricades. The driver 
declared we were Syrians and we reached the Museum, the point of 
passage between the two sectors of Beirut. There I passed as a 
Syrian and spoke with a Damascus accent. This is how I managed 
to come here. 

_“The chief of Sa’iqa in Tal al-Zaatar has'signed the handing-over 
of the camp with the Phalangists, and among the voices inviting 
us through loudspeakers to come out I recognized his voice.” 


(Lebanese “L’Orient-Le-Jour,” 16 August, 1976) 
“They have killed my men’’ 


Um Ahmad Fathi (35 years), originally from Khalsa (Kiryat 
Shimona), North of Palestine. 

“28 years ago I was expelled from my native village and fled with 
my family to Lebanon. We took refuge in the camp of Tal 
al-Zaatar. As the mother of four girls and two boys, I was working 
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for well-to-do families in Jisr al-Basha and al-Kalaa. 

“My husband and two sons (Ahmad, 17 years; Zakhloul,I3 years) 
were agricultural day-labourers in the citrus orchards of 
Hazmiyeh. 

“For us Tal al-Zaatar was only transitional, and we clung to the 
hope of returning to Khalsa. This is why Ahmad and Zakhloul 
joined the revolution. During the siege, the father, Ahmad and 
Zakhloul defended the camp with their arms. 

“The days went without me seeing them. On Wednesday they 
left for the mountains. Being members of an organization they 
risked being caught by the Noumour (Camille Chamoun’s militia). 

“But on Thursday at dawn they came back. Without a guide 
they risked Josing their way and getting caught. 

“On Thursday morning we went downto Dekwaneh with the 
other camp inhabitants. Ahmad and his father tried hard to hide 
among the crowd. Zakhloul was walking with us. Being only 13 
years old, he had a good chance of passing unharmed. My anguish 
that particular day equalled my anguish during the whole period of 
siege. I had not lost them during the battles, was I going to lose 
them now? At Dekwaneh they began taking men and children, 
among them my husband and Ahmad my son. As they were 
shooting at a first group of men, I screamed and ran like a mad 
woman towards the armed man. A large cross was hanging from 
his neck. I held on to his gun. I begged him not to kill them. He 
pushed me back with the butt of his rifle and I fell to the ground. I 
got up and threw myself at him again. My husband ordered me to 
go back to the children. For the first time in our long life together I 
did not obey him. I received several blows with the rifle against my 
shoulder and stomach. I offered my bracelets — he took them, and 
then threatened to kill me unless I returned to the others. As he 
was pointing his gun, Zakhloul was there pulling me: ‘Come back 
mother, come back.’ ‘Is that also your son?’ said the murderer and 
pushed Zakhloul among the men. ‘It is enough for you to stay 
alive, daughter of a bitch.’ I went mad. I can’t stop hearing 
Zakhloul’s last words: ‘Mother, the girls, there is no one left to look 
after them. Go back, you must take care of the girls, go back.’ The 
seconds went by, seconds heavy with fear, anguish, despair, 
seconds that seemed as long as those 28 years of bitter struggle. 
Then — shots. They have killed my men. There are moments when 
I think Pll go crazy, when I forget that they are dead and feel I can 
hear their steps — my three men coming back from work.” 


‘They crucified my husband”’ 


Khadijah Shehadeh, 25 years, pale complexion, wild-looking 
eyes, and a two-year-old daughter in her arms: 
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“Since 1948 my parents have been living in a camp near Tripoli. 
Three years ago I got married to Ghassan and since then we lived 
in Tal al-Zaatar. During the siege Ghassan was wounded in his leg 
by shrapnel. In front of our shelter the mortar shells fell daily. I 
carried on my own shoulders the dead bodies of four women. A 
mortar shell had exploded in front of the shelter at the moment 
when they went out to fetch water. The last days of siege were 
terrible. Until then I had breast-fed my daughter. May be because 
of the fright, on top of the lack of foad, I could no longer feed her. 
On Wednesday morning, as the camp inhabitants started their 
march towards Dekwaneh, Ghassan and I discussed at length what 
to do. We destroyed our Palestinian identity cards. Going to the 
mountains was difficult, for Ghassan could not walk for long with 
his wounded leg. So we decided to go down with the people. All 
along the way we were walking over corpses. I was afraid. ‘Let’s go 
back to the camp, they won’t let us get out alive,’ I said to Ghassan. 
But there was no choice any more. They would come and look for 
the living inside the camp. I was walking like a sleepwalker. 
Ghassan was wet with sweat, trying to walk without limping. 
When we arrived at the school in Dekwaneh, Ghassan lay down on 
the ground and I hid him under the blankets and sat on top of him. 
Then suddenly there were shots and inhuman cries of women. I 
was already sorry for having left the camp. If we had to die it was 
better to die in the camp. 

“For us everything had gone well till the moment when we had 
to get on the truck. The thousands of people around us, the chaos 
had made it possible to hide Ghassan. The truck was ready to leave. 
‘Stop’ — two armed men climbed on it — ‘everybody stand up’. 
They searched and stabbed their bayonets into our belongings. 
Ghassan and two other men were discovered. They took them 
away. I ran after them. I ran from one to the other begging them. 
They pushed me aside and laughed at me. ‘Take my daughter and 
leave me my husband.’ One of them said: ‘Once they are dead we 
can be sure they’ll never carry arms any more.’ And they threw 
Ghassan against a car. They crucified him and a burst of gunfire 
went off. They wouldn’t rest until Ghassan’s body ceased to 
palpitate. A woman pulled me by force towards the truck. 
Suddenly I couldn’t hear the screams around me any more. I saw no 
one. I don’t Know what I shall do. For the moment I can’t join my 
family in Tripoli. I can’t close my eyes, even at night. Every time I 
close my eyes I see Ghassan struggling in his blood and I wake up 
with a start.” 


‘“‘His wife holding her baby... they killed them both”’ 


Hussein Ali al-Ghandour (75 years), originally from Ain Chlaal, 
Mount Lebanon: 
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“They took us all: myself, my sons, their wives and children. 
‘They carried us to Nafaa. They ordered us to sit on the ground. 
They took the young men. They shot them. 

“Then they took us in trucks to Ashrafiyeh, and all along the 
road they ordered us to raise up our heads. When one of us did so 
he received a bullet in his head and his body was thrown on the 
road. I was sitting on top of one of my sons, and next to me there 
was his wife and baby. They told us to get up. As soon as they saw 
him they took him. His wife holding her baby in her arms 
screamed, and a burst of gunfire killed them both on the spot. I 
have lost the members of my family whom the isolationists 
murdered in cold blood: Ghandour, 32 years, and his wife 
Fawziyah, 25 years; Kassim, 31 years, and his wife Khadijah, 25 
years; Nasser, 27 years, Mashour, 22 years, Mohammad, 19 years, 
Yousra and Hussein, the children of my son Ali whose wife Mariam 
was killed as well. 

“I am left with my eight grandchildren, without any income. I 
am their only supporter. I had left my village 15 years ago in search 
of work to provide for my family’s needs, Today I’m coming back 
empty handed, I have lost everything.” 


‘“‘The Mother of all fighters’’ 


“In Dekwaneh all my sons were first captured. I followed them, 
crying, mourning, begging their captors to release them. These 
cruel fascists gave me a choice. Do you know what that choice 
was? They gave me a chance to choose one of my sons, for the 
other three were to be killed. How could I make such a choice? 
How can I differentiate between one hand and the other, one eye 
and the other? ‘It’s impossible, impossible’, I cried. Each of my sons 
began to push the others, saying ‘Go with your mother.’ At last 
they made up their minds to send the youngest boy with me. I 
rushed towards them to kiss them and bid them farewell, but these 
criminals pushed me and my only remaining son back, hitting us 
with their rifle-butts. I was returning to the assembly point when I 
heard firing behind us. I looked back to see my three sons shot 
down. I rushed back towards them, but their killers stopped me by 
shooting over my head and all around me. 

“There I left them. After an hour a truck came. The driver 
demanded 200 Lebanese pounds (65 dollars) to drive us with the 
others to the Museum crossing. We had to pay him, and so he 
drove us there. The armed men waiting there saw my son. They 
ordered him to get out. He did. I jumped out of the truck shouting, 
and crying, ‘Please stop. The armed men in Dekwaneh killed my 
three sons and they agreed to leave me this one. He is my only son 
‘now. Be merciful’. The other women in the truck jumped down too, 
trying to convince them to let him live. But they were too cruel. 
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‘All Palestinians between 14 and 40 must be killed’, they said. 
Hearing this my son took my hand and kissed it, saying ‘Mother, 
you are now the Mother of all Fighters’. 

The Museum crossing marks the boundary line between the 
isolationist - held east Beirut, and the western sector of Beirut. Tal 
.al-Zaatar stood in the eastern sector. 


Dragging people behind cars 


Abdallah Hamad (aged 45): 

“The last day before the evacuation we were heavily shelled — 
some 30 shells a minute—so that we were unable to hear each other 
talking. We stayed in our house with others because we hadn’t any 
chance to go to the shelters because of the continuous shelling. 
Rockets and bombs were smashing everything around and above 
us. I was terrified for my children, and tried to calm them and talk 
to them all the time so as to distract them from what was going on. 
Meanwhile, a missile went right through the house from one wall 
to the other, only a few inches above our heads. Thanks be to God, 
it didn’t explode, but fell outside so that nobody was hurt. 

“Our food supplies had run out a long time before we left the 
camp. Our neighbours were so kind that they offered to share with 
us the food they had, although it was very little. When we used to 
try and fetch water, the fascist Phalangists nearby used to shout 
out, ‘Don’t make a noise, you Palestinians. We want to sleep.’ Then 
they would start shooting at us. 

“In Dekwaneh, they captured us and wanted to kill me. One of 
them said sarcastically, ‘If we kill you, your body will stink.’ Then 
they put my wife in the boot of the car, took my daughters with 
them inside, and tied my legs to the back of the car with a rope and 
dragged me behind them to the Sin el-Fil area. There they threw us 
down, and took all that we had: money, watches, ear rings, and 
wedding rings. They even put their hands inside my wife and 
daughters’ underwear searching for valuables. After they had 
finished their looting, they killed nine of my children. Compared to 
other families, all of whose members were slaughtered, I consider 
myself lucky.” 


“They died defending their children” 


Safeyeh Salem (aged 40): 

_“My husband and my eldest son were killed in the fighting On 
the day of the evacuation, I left with my old father who was a great 
help with my children on the way from the camp to the assembly 
point in the Fondokeyeh. My younger son and my brothers had 
joined the fighters defending the camp. I was afraid the isolation- 


ists were going to kill us as they had done in other places. 

“While we were making our way through the rightist area, we 
passed the dead bodies of many civilians from the camp. Isolation- 
ist women lined both sides of the road, cursing and spitting on us. 
Some of them pulled women from the camp to the ground by their 
hair and stamped on their heads. 

“In Dekwaneh, we joined the evacuees gathered in the yard of 
the Fondokeyeh. When we had settled there, an isolationist group 
came in a jeep and started firing their machine guns over our 
heads. There were some casulaties among us, and we began crying 
and screaming. Some International Red Cross workers were there; 
they rushed towards us and stood as a shield in front of the armed 
men’s rifles so as to prevent them from shooting at us. But they 
pushed the ICRC members aside and began hitting us on our heads 
and shoulders with their rifle-butts, saying: ‘We will kill them all’. 
Three other armed men jumped out of the jeep and walked 
towards us. I was astonished to recognize them as Sa’iqa members 
who had been with us in the camp. They looked us over, 
recognized my father and pointed him out. After some whispering 
with the Sa’iqa members, one of the armed isolationists asked my 
father: ‘Where are your sons?’ But as he did not know where they 
were, the armed man raised his rifle and shot my father through 
the head. I rushed to my father screaming, but they pushed me 
back. As he fell motionless, they dragged him to the street and tied 
his legs with a rope to the back of the jeep. Then they started to 
drive around dragging his body behind, shouting to their people 
who were there: ‘This is Abu Ali Salim; he is the father of four 
fighters’. 

“After that, they ordered us to give them all the valuables we 
had. On the excuse of searching, they stripped several women and 
girls naked and even thrust their hands inside their underwear to 
the breasts and other places so that some of the women and girls 
screamed from pain. From time to time they were firing over our 
heads. My daughter, this one [pointing to an eight-year-old in front 
of her], after seeing all this and how her grandfather was killed, 
screamed: ‘Mother, they are going to kill us; let us go back to the 
camp and die at home’. 

“As we were sitting waiting for the expected International Red 
Cross trucks, I saw lorries going to and from the camp, carrying 
fridges, washing machines, and other household goods that we had 
left in our houses”. 

Safeyeh paused a little and continued: “I don’t care about the 
goods. I lost my.husband and my eldest son during the fighting. 
They died honourably defending me and my other children. All 
that I wish is that my other fighter son is alive and will return to us 
one day to look after us”. 

Safeyeh’s fighter son returned to her safely a week later. 


Six-yoar-old child ‘‘wolecomed”’ with murdor 


IIham Mohammad (aged 18): 

“In the early morning of the evacuation day, I was sitting with 
my three sisters and brother listening to the radio so as to follow up 
the news we had heard, that trucks belonging to the ICRC were 
going to come to evacuate the civilians from the camp to West 
Beirut as had happened before with the wounded. My father died 
in the shelling during the last month of the siege, while my mother 
was in West Beirut visiting my eldest brother who was wounded 
there and she had not been able to return for four months. The 
shooting and shelling decreased when we heard the sound of a 
loudspeaker calling civilians to go tothe Fondokeyeh — Hotel 
Training Centre in Dekwaneh to be taken to West Beirut. So we 
left the basement we were staying in for Dekwaneh and our 
journey of sufferings began. 

“The armed men we met at the first isolationist barricade didn’t 
do us any harm but motioned us to go on. After that the spectacle 
of horror began to unroll before our eyes as we walked on in the 
direction indicated. Dead bodies of men, women, and children 
whom I recognized were thrown on both sides of the way. 

“We came to the next barricade where some armed men were 
beating Louis, a Palestinian from the camp. He was lame; but they 
suspected his bad leg came from a battle-wound and that he was a 
fighter. They kept beating him with their rifle-butts till he collapsed 
unconscious. One of them shot him in the head and killed him. 

“While the armed men were interrogating Louis, one of them 
said to himsarcasticallys You are a Palestinian; you are welcome.’ A 
six-year old child heard this ‘welcome’ to a Palestinian as she was 
passing by and cried: ‘I am a Palestinian too, uncle; the criminals 
there shot my father’. One of them took her by the shoulder, and 
the little girl looked up into his face as if she thought he would help 
her, and said: ‘He is still alive; I left him still breathing and 
groaning; please come with me and try to stop the bleeding of his 
wound before he dies’. But that stone-hearted man kicked her 
down and shot her saying: ‘Follow your father, then’ 

“They stopped when our turn came. We told them that we were 
Syrians and lost our identity cards in our destroyed house. They 
stole my necklaces, bracelets, and even my engagement ring, 
threatening to cut my finger off if I didn’t pass it to them. 

“We continued our way to the Fondokeyeh and joined the 
thousands waiting there. There came isolationist armed men and 
started to pick out the fighters’ relatives and kidnap them. Some 
of those picked out were killed immediately. Other isolationists 
searched some womento the underwear for money and jewelry. 
One of them noticed a goldenchain around the neck of my sister, 
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Sana’a. He drew near her and pulled it out. When he saw the gol- 
den medal of Virgin Mary linked to it, he said: “This is for Christians 
only”. 

“Meanwhile, a woman, dressed in black and holding a bottle, 
came in guarded by two armed men. She started looking at us 
searchingly as she walked among us. She took a man of about 40 
by the hair and began kicking him then hitting him with the bottle 
on his head till he collapsed unconscious and bleeding. The armed 
men then dragged him by the legs to the near-by street, and the 
woman took a rifle from one of them and s:iot the man dead. 


“Later on, several trucks rushed to the area where the drivers 
offered to carry the civilians to West Beirut at a price of 300-400 
L.L. each trip. I got on to one of these trucks with my brother and 
sisters and paid our share of that sum. On our way to the museum 
crossing point, I saw Land Rovers dragging dead bodies behind 
them.” 


About 100 people slaughtered in basement 


Sana’a Mohammed (aged 16): 


She is Ilham’s younger sister. Looking back on the siege, she 
recalled: 


“During the siege, the isolationists captured George Matta’s 
factory which lies in a building near the camp, and in the basement 
of which many Palestinian and Lebanese civilians had taken 
refuge. Next day, when the defenders of the camp succeeded in 
entering the basement, they found all, a total of about 100 people, 
lying dead. A woman of 35 was found slaughtered with her 
one-year-old child lying on her breast where it had been sucking 
milk. It was also slaughtered.” 


Concerning conditions faced by thecivilians during that period. 
Sana’a Said: 


“Foodstuffs had run out a long time before the evacuation. But 
we were able to cope with the situation thanks to a quantity of 
lentils and chick-peas we had found in a nearby store. Our problem 
was water, since nothing was coming through the pipes and the 
only remaining source of water was controlled by the isolationists’ 
fire. Many were killed on their way to bring water. My father was 
one of them. After he was shot by a sniper, we took him to hospital 
but he died ten hours later because of the lack of medical supplies 
there. Ali, our neighbours’ son, was shot in the neck by a sniper 
while he was on his way home with a can of water. He died too for 
the same reason. Many others were killed by snipers or by the 
shelling while searching for something to feed their children with”. 


Wife prevented from helping her shot husband 


Mohammad Mohammad: (aged 14): 

He is IIham’s younger brother. Recalling the trip from the camp 
to Dekwaneh, he said: 

“I saw a woman walking with her husband who was carrying a 
child of about three years old. The armed men stopped them, gave 
the child to the woman, and ordered her to go on her way. As she 
left, one of them shot the man. He fell down upon his hands and 
knees, then tried to stand up and walk but could only manage a 
few steps. His wife, hearing the shooting behind her, looked back 
and saw what had happened to her husband. She rushed back 
screaming but was forced to go ahead again by the isolationists 
who opened fire at her.” 


Robbing 


Mohammad Said Alawieh: 

“We fled the camp on Wednesday 13th, under a rain of mortars. 
We first went to the hotel school, then to Dekwaneh, where we 
stayed till next morning. Later the isolationists took us to the 
Museum sector. There they killed my nephew. They let me go 
because I am old, but not before robbing me of everything I was 
carrying with me.” 


Torture 


Amne Adib, mother of eight children: 

“They took my husband and my sister’s husband. They tortured 
them in front of us, and then took them to Ashrafiyeh. What 
happened to them afterwards is not known.” 


Killing people on transport trucks 


Fakhri Jawad: 

“At midnight we left the camp for Dekwaneh. Next morning at 9 
o’clock the Phalangists drove us to the Museum. On the way in 
Ashrafiyeh they forced my brother to get down from the truck and 
killed him on the spot.” 

Mariam Mohammad Barghout: 

“On Wednesday night at 10 p.m. we left the camp for Dekwaneh. 
Armed elements there opened fire on us, killing a large number of 
people, among them my 15-year-old son. My other son, 18 years 
old, was killed as they made us go on a truck supposed to take us to 
the Museum”, 


Zahra Anyeh: 

“On the way to the Museum we were stopped at Antonieh. They 
told us to get down from the truck, and all the men among us were 
maltreated and then taken to an unknown destination. We haven’t 
seen them since.” 


All relatives killed 


Naifa Shahrour: 

“They took my four children and the 150 pounds that I had with 
me and let me continue alone until the Museum. I don’t know 
where to go. I have no more children and my husband died in Tal 
al-Zaatar in the shelling”. 


All her children killed; bodies dragged through the streets 


Safiya al-Khatib: 

“My husband and four of my children were killed in the 
bombing. My two other children were shot dead in front of my eyes 
and tied to a car and pulled through the streets of Ashrafiyeh. At 
the Museum they took my daughter-in-law who had been with me 
on the truck.” 


Mother forced to ‘‘choose’’ between their children 


Wafika Wehbi (50 years): 

“They killed my five children in front of my eyes. In Dekwaneh 
they had told me that I could keep one. They asked me to choose. It 
was horrible, the youngest remained with me. At the Museum they 
took him as well. When I told them that I was promised to keep 
him they answered: ‘All young men must die.” 


Walking over corpses 


Ilham Itani, (17 years), 

“Going out of the camp we were walking over corpses. In 
Dekwaneh they forced me to take off all my clothes, pretending 
that I was suspected of hiding money in my underwear. They even 
took my engagement ring. At the Museum they made us get down 
from the.truck. Fhey discovered that my younger brother Ahmad, 
15 years, was limping. They took him, claiming he was a Feda’i. 
They beat him until he fell down, and then shot a bullet through his 
head. I did not dare to shout or cry for fear that they might take me 
as well.” 


Head torn off by car 


Sanaa Adib (14 years): 


“In Dekwaneh they stopped Ali Salem, 60 years old and father of 
a fighter of the camp. In revenge they tied him by the head to a car 
and pulled him... I can never forget his cries and the sight of his 
head detached from his body.” 


“‘We could have resisted were it not for the water”’ 


Safia Salem (40 years): 

“I did not want to leave the camp. But when I realized that there 
wasn’t anyone left except myself and my children I followed the 
movement. 


Escape with the fighters to the mountains 


Omar Wehbi, (45 years): 

“J left Tal al-Zaatar on foot through the mountains, in the night 
before the final assault. We passed through the Monteverdi woods 
east of the camp and reached Aley after a 36-hour march. 

“I had been with a group of 20 persons, among whom was my 
whole family. But on the road they shot at us and we had to 
disperse. I come every day hoping to find my wife and the children 
again. Three days have already passed.” 


THE CHILDREN 


In addition of their severely damaged health, the children more 
than anyone else were exposed to most traumatic psychological 
Shocks in the course of the siege and the bombardments ,and 
especially during the exodus. 

Among the wounded children evacuated by the Red Cross, many 
infants and young children have no name, parents “unknown” 
Many more of those who survived and left the camp on August 
12th got lost in the crowds of refugees, or were forcibly separated 
from their relatives by the fascist killers and had to see the horrible 
scenes of torture and murder of their own fathers, brothers, and 
even mothers and sisters: 


Nazma Talal, 11 years old, is holding her young brother and 
crying. They took her father near a tree in Dekwaneh. She told 
them that her mother was dead and that her father had not been a 
fighter. “They wouldn’t believe me. Is it true that they killed him?” 
She went on asking what to do, where to go. 


Ali Mohammed, 8 years old, tells us how he was separated from 
his sister, who was taken together with a group of other girls by 


the fascists, how they raped them and killed them afterwards in 
front of his eyes. 


Samira Ibrahim, 10 years old, is sitting on the floor weeping. She 
says the Phalangists killed her parents. When they were about to 
cut her father’s throat, her mother tried everything possible to save 
him. She gave themthe 75 L.L. left with her which they readily 
took, yet refused to let him go. Her mother then threw herself on 
him to protect him, and they killed them both by cutting their 
throats. Then they took Samira’s older sister, raped her and killed 
her. She still has two big brothers who left through the mountains 
with the other fighters. “I hope they’ll come back soon!” 


A young boy insists on describing to his old grandmother how the 
fascists killed his father, by tying each foot to the back of a car and 
then slowly tearing him apart. 


Faruq, 6 years oJd, keeps on asking everybody: “Have you seen 
my mother? Her name is Amne.” 


Souad, less than 10 years old, is completely alone and has 
nothing left with her. She is crying: “Where shall I go, what shall I 
do?” 


A young girl of about 12 years has come to meet her family. She 
faints as she finds no one except her mother.” 


REPORTS OF NURSES AND DOCTORS OF TAL AL-ZAATAR 


interview with Eva Stahl 


The Swedish nurse, Eva Stahl, who has been helping the 
Palestinian people in the refugee camp of Tal al-Zaatar was 
evacuated by the International Red Cross with the batch of 
wounded on 3 August. Her arm was amputated and her leg was 
seriously broken. 

Eva was interviewed by ‘Palestine’’ a day before she left to 
Sweden for treatment for her injuries. 

— Comrade Eva, why did you come to Lebanon, and why did you 
choose to work in a Palestinian refugee camp? 

“There was a request made in Sweden by a leftist group for doctors 
or nurses to work for 3 or 4 months in Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon, and as I was trained as a staff nurse I decided to come. I 
felt that I should help the people who need me, and those were the 
Palestinian refugees”. 


— Could you tell us why you chose to work in the Palestinian 
refugee camp of Tal al-Zaatar? 

“At the time of my arrival in Lebanon there was a need for 
nurses in Tal al-Zaatar, so I went directly to Tal al-Zaatar. That was 
on 12 December, 1974.” 

— Could you tell us something about your work, or about your 
experience, before the recent heavy shelling to which Tal al-Zaatar 
has been subjected? 

‘IT worked in a clinic. It was not like an ordinary hospital; it used 
to open during the day only. We used to change dressings for the 
civilians, and teach them how to treat cuts and wounds, and how to 
change their dressings. We also used to give them help and advice 
about hygiene, because there were so many people living in the 
camp and each small house had an average of 10 persons living in 
it. The hygiene situation was a problem, and my duty, being 
educated and trained, was to help those people to better their living 
conditions, and to take care of the medical problem of the Tal 
al-Zaatar camp. We had to give the people as much knowledge as 
possible about their bodies, about their wounds and about the 
consequences of these wounds. Our main problem was the people 
with infected wounds. We used to tell them how to treat a wound 
and how to treat infections, so that they would be able to run the 
clinic smoothly”. 


— Could you tell us how you were injured? And when? 

“I was injured on 13 June. It happened that my husband and I 
were sleeping in our house in Tal al-Zaatar, and a rocket came 
through the wall of our bedroom. It had been fired from Ashrafiyeh 
direction, and it killed my husband and injured me.” 


— Comrade Eva, could you please tell us about the people of Tal 
al-Zaatar — how did they face the continuous bombardment 
carried out by the isolationist forces? 

“The people knew that someday something would happen. Most 
of them had children, so most of them made sure of keeping the 
necessary things, such as food, to enable them to hold out. They 
tried-to be realistic and make every day go on, and when you have 
children, you have to make every day go on; and when you have 
children, you have to make sure of having enough food, and 
having the bare essentials. They only took food from their houses 
with them to the shelter. They lived there and are still living there 
now, so they had to move all their food with them, because they 
could not leave it in their houses for fear that they might be shelled 
at any minute. Because of the heavy continuous bombardment 
they could not move out of the shelter, nor could they stay in 
their houses. Life became very difficult from the food and water 
side, but that did not stop the people from continuing doing 
everything so as to be able to remain steadfast by any means.” 
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— Were there many women and children casualities in the camp 
since the complete blockade, since the start of the isolationists 
heavy continuous bombardment and attacks? What was the 
number of the wounded? 

“It is difficult to say the number of wounded and the number of 
dead among the civilians, the women and children, because the 
majority of the wounded used to survive for 2 to 3 days, then die 
from their wounds,and if you compare the number of wounded 
between the fighters and the civilians, the number was very few. It 
is very difficult to give a number. You cannot count the injured 
who might live for 2-3 days, or the seriously wounded, but I can say 
that the number of those killed instantly rose very quickly by 
about 500 when the deliberately shelled building collapsed on top 
of the shelter in which they were taking refuge. I estimate the 
number of civilian dead at 1,500 to 2,000.” 


— Could you tell us something about the isolationists’ 
continuous bombardment of the camp? 

“The camp has been hit by 150,000 shells of all types; and that 
covers only the period between 22 June until the morning of 1 
August, which is two days before I was brought out of Tal 
al-Zaatar camp by the International Red Cross. Tal al-Zaatar camp 
has been shelled by the following range of artillery types: 160 mm, 
81 mm, 60 mm — which they say are Israeli-made — 40 mm, 37mm, 
23 mm, heavy anti-aircraft machine-guns, 120mm, 122 Grad 
missiles, 155 mm, 500 mm, heavy machine-gun 800 mm, 700 mm,85 
mm, as well as other types of shells and rockets such as the 107 mm 
missile and the French S.S,11 missile, plus all kinds of long-range 
machine guns, and other kinds of rockets which we’ve never seen 
before.” 


— How can you describe the steadfastness of the people of Tal 
al-Zaatar, and the resistance of the majority of the population? 

“The people in Tal al-Zaatar are now exhausted, hungry and 
thirsty, but their morale is very good. But the people are in a very 
bad situation; if they manage to overcome exhaustion, they are 
thirsty, and vice-versa. They are tired and thirsty. Everyone is 
waiting and everyone is trying his best to protect himself, and his 
children and the other children. It is a very dangerous life — I 
mean you have to go out some time to get water — but the people 
are very strong.” 

— Are they continuing their resistance and ready to sacrifice 
their lives to defend Tal al-Zaatar? 

“Well of coursd. There are people now, saying what are we 
waiting for, what shall we do now? We cannot fight all these heavy 
bombardments. What are we waiting for? We can fight people but 
how can we fight shells? Are we a testing ground for the world’s 
weaponry?” 


— Comrade Eva. I think you have suffered a great deal in helping 
the Palestinians, who have themselves been suffering for the past 
28 years. We consider you now as a member of our Palestinian 
community. Can you tell us something about your feelings, and 
your future plans? 

“What I feel, of course, is that I am glad to be on this side of 
Beirut and out of Tal al-Zaatar but also I feel very much for the 
people there. I knew them for a long time and it was very difficult 
to leave them. Really, I am saying this from my heart. The 
Palestinian people in Tal al-Zaatar have given me so much, and I 
know them and have lived with them, and married one of them. I 
have fears for them; for the people of Tal al-Zaatar if the 
bombardment continues for a long time. It is difficult not to be 
with them. I really mean this. The Palestinian people in Tal 
al-Zaatar, they have given me so much; I have lived with them so 
long. I will miss them, and I want to come back to this country, I 
want to return but I don’t know exactly what I will do, and I don’t 
know what I will be able to do, due to my injuries in my arm and 
leg, but I want to return.” 

— Do you want to remain with the Palestinian people? 

“Ves”, 

(“Palestine”-bulletin, supplement 21 August, 1976, English edition) 


Appeal of the medical group of Tal al-Zaatar 


The medical group in Tal al-Zaatar camp, on 3 August, 1976, 
addressed an urgent appeal to the world conscience, to 
humanitarian organizations and to the International Committee of 
the Red Cross to save the children of Tal al-Zaatar and the 
wounded who die daily due to the lack of medicine and treatment 
and the shortage of water. 

Following is the text of the appeal: 

“Tal al-Zaatar is besieged, and the siege has been getting worse 
for 5 months,. the number of wounded is becoming bigger, and 
medicines are running out and are not being replaced. Although we 
have explained to the world’s conscience what is being done to the 
camp, in the way of massacres and slaughter at the hands of the 
isolationist forces, the solution remains incomplete. 

“For the problem lies not in the evacuation of the wounded, for 
many have died due to the lack of medical care, and the delay in 
the arrival of the International Red Cross convoy. 

“The problem lies in the supply of medicine and facilities to treat 
the wounded who will fall later on, and the problem of treating the 
civilians whose water supply the isolationists have cut off. The 
problem is that of the children who do not enjoy proper care due 
the lack of milk and water, and the spread of epidemics due to the 
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pressing sanitary problems. 

“The world conscience and world public opinion have a duty to 
learn about the tragedies which our people are facing due to the 
policy of extermination, hunger and thirst being practised by the 
isolationist forces. 

“We demand that a medical committee from the International 
Red Cross supervise the treatment and nutrition of the children 
who are about to die due to the lack of nutrition and shortage of 
water. 

“This committee also should convey to world public opinion a 
clear picture of what is going on in Tal al-Zaatar.” 

(Palestine News Agency “WAFA”; 3 August, 1976) 


Report of a nurse 


Samira Shahrour (aged 17): 

“I joined the Palestinian Red Crescent Society, together with 
many other girls of my age, as a volunteer nurse in the hospital of 
Tal al-Zaatar. Irrespective of shelling, we used to go out to bring in 
the wounded. In such cases, the only treatment we could give was 
to bind the wounds with rags torn from shirts so as to stop the 
bleeding, then to clean the wounds with salted water and leave it 
uncovered as the doctors had recommended. Lack of medicines 
resulted in the deaths of many of the wounded, which was 
unbearable both to their relatives and to us. 

“Dozens of wounded were flooding in to us daily so that there 
was no room for all of them. We had to solve this critical situation 
by sending those with light wounds to shelters, so that they could 
come back every other day to have their wounds cleaned if there 
was nobody to do it for them. 

“The morale of the defenders of the camp was very high. One of 
them, Mohammad al-Eina, came to the hospital after he had been 
shot in the left hand. When his wound had been treated and his 
hand tied in a sling made of rags, he went back to rejoin his brother 
fighters, and to continue his duty of defending the camp. The 
injury or the death of a fighter made his relatives and friends grow 
even more enthusiastic to continue to fighv.” 

Regarding food supplies and how these were managed, Samira 
sald: 

We used to leave the hospital for some time to secure food for 
the wounded and other patients, as most of the women who had 
been dealing with this task had been martyred or wounded. All that 
was available was tinned food, and later lentils. We were unable to 
provide them with more than two meals a day, and sometimes only 
one.” 

Describing how she left the camp, Samira said: 


“We left home while the isolationists were storming the camp. 
We told the armed men at the first barricade that we were Syrians. 
On our way to Dekwaneh, the isolationists captured my 24- 
years-old sister, Jawaher, a nurse. She is still missing. Many corpses 
of men, women, girls and boys were strewn everywhere. There was 
a pregnant woman — about 35 — slaughtered, lying on her back, 
her stomach cut open. I also saw a girl of about 18 who had been 
slaughtered. She was still bleeding. Mustafa Jaber, aged 18, was 
captured and beaten, and then shot in front of us by the fascists. 
Walid, another Palestinian from the camp, was also captured and 
beaten till he became unconscious. Then he was dragged away by 
his legs.” 

Samira concluded: 

“We have learned that it is wrong to evacuate any Palestinian 
camp, except to return to Palestine, so that the massacre of Tal 
al-Zaatar may never be repeated.” 


Report of the doctors 


Dr. Abdil Aziz Labaddi, at a press conference, on 13 August, 1976: 

“Had you seen what I witnessed yesterday, for sure, you would 
have been affected. There have been mass murders and massacres, 
as a result of being tricked by a letter signed and sealed by Amin 
Gemayel (Phalangist leader) saying that Hassan S. Kholi (Arab 
League special envoy; the ed.) is going to supervise the transporta- 
tion of the civilians by the International Red Cross. But they just 
killed and slaughtered the male civilians and nurses. Those nurses, 
among whom were even teenagers, had donated blood. 

“On the way to Dekwaneh, the fascists took two female nurses 
away, who disappeared since then. 

“All these facts show how much our people have been suffering, 
but also their determination to remain steadfast and to fight for 
self-defence. We sent some representatives of the camp to Amin 
and Bashir Gemayel in Dekwaneh to arrage the evacuation of the 
wounded and civilians from Tal al-Zaatar, after having received 
information that the Red Cross representatives are in Dekwaneh 
for this purpose. They came back with the letter I have mentioned 
signed by Amin Gemayel and stamped with the seal of the North 
Metn Phalangist Headquarters saying nobody will harm any of the 
civilians and the wounded. 

“When the civilians and wounded started to move out, they were 
told to pass through narrow passages, already arranged to give the 
opportunity to shoot them there. They asked them to hand over all 
they had: money, bracelets, rings and watches. 

“We learnt that the Red Cross representatives were going to 
come to Tal al-Zaatar with Mr. Kholi at 9. a.m., but what happened 
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was that the shelling started in the early morning, and the fascists 
came in at 8 o’clock. 

“When I left the camp, I passed through a narrow road about 200 
meters long where about 300 dead bodies were scattered on both 
sides. Some people were saved by the Red Cross. We do not have 
the number of people that got through. Father Boulos Abdel 
Karim, a Palestinian priest, was slaughtered in Tellet al-Meer in Tal 
al-Zaatar. Dr. George Deeb, a Palestinian Christian physican, was 
slaughtered inside the clinic in the camp just because he had the 
Red Crescent badge on his white costume. 

“I was saved by a man dressed in Phalangist uniform and a 
Syrian intelligence officer on both of whom I had made surgical 
operations before. They told me to say that I am a Sa’iqa member 
heading for Syria. They let me sit by a road-block, but the fascists 
took the 10 nurses accompanying me, and led them away, one by 
one. A few moments later, I heard a lot of shooting, screams, then 
quiet. 

“A Phalangist officer, whom I had recognized as a Sa’iqa member 
took me to a Phalangist clinic, where a Red Cross car passed by 
and gave me a lift to the Red Cross center in Jedyde. There I met 
my colleague Dr. Youssef Iraqi, with whom I was interrogated by 
the Phalangists, who insisted on considering us prisoners- of-war 
(according to their principles, prisoners-of-war are to be killed). We 
were released due to the intervention of Mr. Kholi, and his 
insistence on not leaving East Beirut without us. He accompanied 
us to West Beirut with the Red Cross. 

“Up to the last day, we used to bury the dead, and this was 
mainly in the lanes and sometimes inside the houses wherever it 
was easy to dig. If you have the chance to visit the camp these 
days, you will see that it is turned completely into a cemetery. 

“Officially, we were only two doctors in the last days. But in fact, 


we were more. I salute those 20 nurses who were slaughtered in Tal 
al-Zaatar yesterday and had played the role of twenty doctors, not 
merely nurses.” 


(Palestine News Agency “WAFA”, 23 August, 1976) 


CHAPTER 4: 
SOCIAL DATA ABOUT TAL AL-ZAATAR 
AND JISR AL-BASHA CAMPS 
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CHAPTER 4: 
SOCIAL DATA ABOUT TAL AL-ZAATAR 
AND JISR AL-BASHA CAMPS 


TAL AL-ZAATAR 


Location: 


The camp was situated in the north-eastern suburbs of Beirut, 
covering eventually an area of about 2 square kilometres. The 
centre of the camp, made of zinc-roofed huts, was only 1 square. 
kilometre in size. Since 1950 the United Nations Relief and Works. 
Agency (U.N.R.W.A.) paid the rent for only 57,000 square metres, 
the original part of the camp, which until 1976 it recognized as the 
official area of the camp. It had been used during World War II as a 
base for a British army unit. This land is owned by the order of 
Maronite Monks. The rest of the land, owned by some wealthy 
Lebanese Maranite families, was rented by Lebanese and Palesti- 
nian families, at prices ranging between 8 and 25 dollars annually. 


History: 


The camp was established in 1950, initially absorbing 400 
refugees from the northern coast of Palestine. They began to work 
as agricultural workers in the neighbouring orchards. 

During the mid-fifties the region around the camp began to be 
transformed into a industrial center, attracting Lebanese and. 
Palestinian workers who migrated into the area, whereby the camp 
kept expanding. By 1969 there were 17,160 Palestinians and 20,000 
Lebanese in and around the camp. In 1968, this region comprised 
29% of the total number of Lebanese factories, 22% of the total 
number of industrial workers, and 25% of the industrial capital in 
Lebanon. 

The immigration to Tal al-Zaatar developed as follows: 

— In 1951, on the basis of a request by the Lebanese authorities, 
U.N.R.W.A. forcibly transferred certain Palestinian families from 
other areas of Beirut and Damour to Tal al-Zaatar; 

— in 1955, forced and voluntary immigration to Tal al-Zaatar 
increased and continued individually and in groups; 

— in 1956, after Lebanese security forces set fire to a small refugee 
camp in the Maslakh area (north of Beirut, totally wiped out by the 
fascist forces in January 1976), its population of 1,000 was trans- 
ferred to Tal al-Zaatar; 
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— during the 1970s, especially after the October 1973 War, many 
Palestinian families left the camps in South Lebanon due to 
continuous Israeli air and sea raids: Rashidiyeh, Bor) al-Shamali, 
and Nabatiyeh (which was liquidated by an Israeli aggression in 
1974). 

Most of these refugees fled to Tal al-Zaatar. 

Most of the Lebanese immigrants also came from the South, 
driven out by the regular Israeli raids on their villages, and also due 
to the total negligence by the Lebanese authorities towards the 
pressing needs of the southern population. They went to the capital 
in search of safety and better work and educational opportunities 
for themselves and future of their children. 

Others tame from the agricultural Beqaa valley, equally neglect- 
ed by the state and extremely poor. 


Population and living conditions: 


The number of Palestinians living in the camp released by 
U.N.R.W.A. in 1969, amounted to approximately 17,160. They lived 
in 2,640 tinroofed rooms with an average of 6 to 8 persons per 
room. These figures include only those refugees recognized by 
U.N.R.W.A. as deprived enough to receive aid. The latest estimate 
in summer 1976 amounted to about 17,000 -Palestinians and 13,000 
Lebanese living in the central area of the camp. 

Before the arrival of the Palestinian Resistance living conditions 
were miserable. There had been virtually no sanitary facilities 
sewage drains had been open canals running through the narrow 
alleyways constituting a permanent source of disease and pollu- 
tion. When the Palestinians in the camp began to organize 
themselves, the sewers were covered, garbage was properly dis- 
posed of and some alleys and streets were paved. 

At first U.N.R.W.A. maintained one clinic for both Tal al-Zaatar 
and Jisr al-Basha camps, where a doctor used to practise two 
mornings a week. It was run on such a small budget, that 
medications usually ran out before the end of the term. Later on 
the Palestinian Red Crescent Society built a hospital with a normal 
capacity of 30 beds, but which could be increased to 100 beds at 
times of emergency. Two permanent doctors and about 20 nurses 
worked in the hospital. The Resistance also created two clinics 
with doctors and 8 nurses. 

Until the arrival of the Palestinian Resistance, the educational 
level in the camp had been very low. There had been only one 
school absorbing 5% of the children. This situation helped to 
provide for a large amount of cheap labour to the rising industry in 
the camp’s neighbourhood. By 1974, however, there were 7 
elementary schools and one preparatory school in the camp, 
provided with about 92 teachers, and absorbing approximately 
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3,030 children. (Figures given by U.N.R.W.A.) 

During the early 1970s,the Resistance built about 10 shelters for 
protection against the strongly-feared Israeli raids. One of these 
was in the basement of the hospital supplied with a large water well 
which could supply the camp population during times of crisis. 


Working population: 


An estimate of 20% of the Palestinian population in the camp was 
working. Over 30% of these were women, and another 30% working 
abroad. They were working mainly in the different factories in the 
surrounding area, in the fields of carpentry, furniture, foodstuffs, 
textiles, iron and mechanics, and construction, for a daily wage of 
between 3 and 10 Lebanese Pounds (1 and 3,3 Dollars). Women also 
worked as housemaids. Palestinians, treated as foreign workers, do 
not benefit from any of the social security regulations such as 
health insurance (including werk accidents), vacation, minimum 
wage, dismissal, etc. 


JISR AL-BASHA 


Jisr al-Basha was situated about 1 kilometre south-west of Tal 
al-Zaatar, and was less than one fifth its size. It was established at 
about the same time as Tal al-Zaatar. 

The population numbered about 3,500 Palestinians, originally 
from the Palestinian coastal cities of Haifa, Acre and Jaffa, the 
majority of them being Greek Orthodox and some Maronite 
Christians. This almost strictly Christian grouping had not been 
their choice, but arranged for by the Lebanese authorities to exert 
better control over the inhabitants of the camp. 

The socio-economic status of Jisr al-Basha used to be relatively 
higher than that of Tal al-Zaatar, but still poor as compared to the 
neighbouring Lebanese districts. The majority of the camp's active 
population was working also in the nearby industrial center. 

The Palestinian Red Crescent Society ran a clinic there with a 
few nurses from the camp, which was later transformed into a 
regular hospital with a permanent doctor. 

There was one elementary school belonging to the Vatican, 
absorbing 231 children (1974), and a secondary school financed by 
the camp residents and sponsored by the local bishop, absorbing 98 
children (1974). 

The Resistance also built shelters for protection against Israeli 
raids. 

For some time the isolationists were trying to win the Jisr 
al-Basha inhabitants over for an alliance against the non-Christian 
population of Tal al-Zaatar. As these attempts turned out to be in 
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vain, fascist hatred was turned against the Palestinians in Jisr 
al-Basha no less than their neighbours in Tal al-Zaatar. 
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CHAPTER 5: 
THE LEBANESE FASCISTS AGAINST TAL AL-ZAATAR 


THE KFOUR FRONT 


The Lebanese fascist forces operate under the label ‘“‘Kfour 
Front”, named after they Il. 2e where ex-president Franjieh sought 
refuge atthe end of March 1976, after he had been asked to resign 
and the new president,Elias Sarkis had been elected, and the 
rightist troops of the divided Lebanese army could no longer 
protect him in the presidential residence. The Kfour Front claims 
to represent the Lebanese Christian Maronite community but 
comprises, in fact, those fascist forces, which continued to support 
Franjieh. 

These are mainly: 

Phalangist Party (Pierre Gemayel) 

National Liberal Party (Camille Chamoun) 

Order of the Maronite Monks (Father Sharbel Kassis) 

Barakat Army (Suleiman Franjieh) 

Guards of the Cedar (Abu Arz) 


SECTARIAN COVER FOR FASCISM 


Maronite “summit”: 

“The Maronite community considers that the conflict opposes 
the Lebanese, mainly the Christian Lebanese, to the Moslem and 
Christian Palestinians.” 

(Communiqué of the Maronite “summit” at Baabda, 13 January, 
1976) 


Bashir Gemayel, son of Pierre Gemayel, leader of the Phalangist 
militia and head of the joint command of the fascist “Lebanese 
Forces”: 

“We are democrats and believe in God. Even if Europe smiles at 
it. But we cannot struggle for our survival and fight anarchy by 
preaching the Gospel. If you consider our national liberation 
struggle fascist, then yes, we are super-fascists.” 

(French “Nouvel Observateur’, 6 September, 1976). 
Pierre Gemayel, leader of the Phalangist Party: 

“I am a Christian and I am proud of it... In Lebanon, it is the 
uneasiness of the Christian in the midst of the Arab and 
Mohammedan world that lies at the origin of everything.” 
(Lebanese «L’Orient-Le-Jour», 15 November, 1975) 
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Pierre Gemayel: 

“The crisis has nothing to do with the call for reforms, with a 
pseudo-plot against the Palestinian cause, or the inequality 
between Christian and Muslim. What it’s all about — it is an 
offensive of invasion, I am alluding to the aims of the international 
communist movement.” 

(Lebanese «L’Orient-Le-Jour», 25 December, 1975) 


THWARTING THE EVACUATION EFFORTS 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS 
“The wounded the last to be evacuated” 


Camille Chamoun, former Lebanese President who called in U.S. 
Marines to intervene in 1958; now leader of the Lebanese ‘“‘National 
Liberal Party”, Minister of the Interior, and self-styled “Minister of 
Foreign Affairs” of the reactionary Lebanese “Kfour Front”: 

“All dispositions have been taken to stop the fighting in the 
sector of Tal al-Zaatar. We reaffirm that no delay or refusal 
whatsoever exists on the part of the Lebanese Forces to facilitate 
the evacuation. 

(in a radio comment, 31 July, 1976) 

Pierre Gemayel: 

“The Phalangists were the first to call for this evacuation.” 

(Lebanese «L’Orient-LesJour», 1 August, 1976). 

“It is we who asked the Red Cross to take care of the wounded of 
the military base (Tal al-Zaatar, the ed.) because we are convinced 
that war, violent as it might be, must not eliminate the respect for 
human suffering.” 

(Lebanese “L’Orient-Le-Jour”, 1 August, 1976). 

Abu Arz, leader of the “Guards of the Cedar”: 

“Abu Arz has confirmed that the wounded should be the last to 
be evacuated”. 

“He also said: ‘This is the last time that the Red Cross comes 
here. Unless it accomplishes its mission this time, there won’t be 
any more cease-fire, and the battle will continue until the fall of the 
camp...’.” 

(Lebanese «L’Orient-Le-Jour», 24 July, 1976). 

Camille Chamoun: 

“It is clear that a wide mendacious and defamatory information 
campaign has been launched with the aim of inciting world public 
opinion to commiserate with the fate of what they call Tal 
al-Zaatar camp.” 

(Lebanese «L’Orient-Le-Jour», 1 August, 1976). 


HOW FASCISTS JUSTIFY MASSACRES 


Pierre Gemayel: 
“We have respected the Geneva convention and the interna- 
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tional agreements. Is it necessary to remind you that the practice 
of terrorism, of torture and massacres is incompatible with ours?” 
(Lebanese «L’Orient-LeJour», 14 August, 1976). 

“Asked how many Palestinian combatants have been taken 
prisoner at Tal al-Zaatar, Mr. Gemayel declined to give a figure. He 
said that between 6,000 and 7,000 camp residents had been seized 
and added: ‘We don’t want to make any distinction between the 
fighters and the non-fighters.” 

(U.S. “International Herald Tribune”, 14/15 August, 1976). 

“In spite of the difficulties, the evacuation took place under good 
conditions. If certain mistakes or certain blunders happened, they 
are to be blamed upon the attitude of the Palestinian leaders.” 
(Lebanese «L’Orient-Le-Jour», 15 August, 1976). 

“Mr. Gemayel declared: ‘After the collapse of Tal al- -Zaatar, the 
Palestinians will have to understand they are guests in our country, 
not hosts. I hope the lesson of Tal al-Zaatar will be enough for 
them.” 

(U.S. “International Herald Tribune”, 14/15 August, 1976) 
Camille Chamoun: 

“<I categorically deny foreign propaganda based on known 
information sources... The number of people who surrendered does 
not exceed 8,000. All have been handed over to the Red Cross...’ 
“He insisted that the battle of Tal al-Zaatar was inevitable in order 
to ‘safeguard a whole region from the aggressions permanently 
perpetrated against it, against passers-by, the workers and the 
owners of the factories. Tal al-Zaatar constituted the largest 
industrial complex in Lebanon.” 

(Lebanese «L’Orient-Le-Jour», 14 August, 1976) 

Amin Gemayel, son of Pierre Gemayel, and leader of the 
Phalangist militia attacking Tal al-Zaatar: 

“We have made prisoners-of-war and treat them according to the 
Geneva convention.” 
(Lebanese L’Orient-Le-Jour», 17 August, 1976). 

“The Palestinian cause has so much deviated from its course that 
Tal al-Zaatar, Nabda, and Jisr al-Basha had been transformed into 
concentration camps.” 

(Lebanese «L’Orient-Le-Jour», 16 August, 1976). 

Bashir Gemayel: 

“We are proud, and at the same time we regret, to make you see 
the citadel presenting the stigmas of 16 months of fighting. The 
importance of the camp lies in its situation at the crossroads of the 
roads connecting Beirut with the mountains. Karantina had the 
same situtation. These two strongholds, constituting the cradle of 
several terrorist organizations, threatened to suffocate the capital. 
We have, therefore,been obliged to put an end to this state of 
affairs”. 

B. Gemayel, addressing foreign journalists after the Tal al-Zaatar 
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massacre. (Lebanese «L’Orient-Le-Jour», 14 August, 1976) 

“We will not rest until every true Lebanese has killed at least one 
Palestinian.” 
(West German magazine “Der Stern,” 12 August, 1976 
Abu Arz, ieader of the ‘““Guards of the Cedar’”’: 

“The camp of Tal al-Zaatar was a cancer swelling.” 

“If you feel compassion for the Palestinian women and children, 
remember they are communists and will bear new communists.” 
(West German magazine “Der Stern,” 19 August, 1976). 


“FINAL SOLUTION” ATTEMPTED FOR 
THE PALESTINIANS 
(“namely what Hitler did with the Jews’’....) 


Bashir Gemayel: 
“The Palestinians have the choice between a realistic negotiation 
or Tal al-Zaatar — or rather what has become of Tal al-Zaatar.” 

“Not to displease my friends of the army of the Guards of the 
Cedar: It is difficult to exterminate or to throw into the sea 400,000 
Palestinians. But it is up to their leaders to choose.” 

(French magazine “Nouvel Observateur”, by Bernard Guettar, 6 
September, 1976) 
Camille Chamoun: 

“To get rid of the Palestinians I would make a pact even with the 
Devil.” 

(West German magazine “Der Stern,” by Robert Pfeffer, 12 August, 
1976). 

Dany Chamoun, son of C. Chamoun, and leader of the Nat. Lib. 
Party’s militia (“Tigers’’): 

“We will continue our fight against the Palestinians”; 
in answer to the question if the right-wingers would, after the 
death of several thousand people in Lebanon, put up even with the 
death of 100,000 people. 

(interviewed by BBC London, a few days before Tal al-Zaatar 
fell) 

Commenting on a comprehensive “peace plan” of the Arab 
League: 

“This plan is bound to fail.” 

(Lebanese “L’Orient-Le-Jour”, 2 Septembre, 1976). 
Dory Chamoun, son of C. Charhoun, and one of the leaders of the 
Nat. Lib. Party: 

“Dory Chamoun lives in a luxurious flat, surrounded by oil 
paintings and expensive stereo equipment. He is charming and 
droll. 

“But drive the Palestinians where? Dory Chamoun told me: ‘How 
about into the sea?’ 

“ ‘It is impossible for us to kill all the Palestinians,’ he said. ‘There 
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are 600,000 of them in Lebanon.’ However, he added: ‘There are 
only two real alternatives: either they stay and die,or they become 
refugees again and go to another country.’ 

“ ‘When Tal al-Zaatar falls, we will move to the next Palestinian 
area and clear that out.’ ” 
(British “The Guardian”, by Peter Niesewand, 10 August, 1976). 


Slogan of the Guard of the Cedar: 


“Not one Palestinian in Lebanon” 

(French magazine, ‘Nouvel Observateur’’, 6 September, 1976. 
Abu Arz, their leader: 

“Let the Palestinians go to hell.” 

(West Germany magazine “Der Stern’, by Robert Pfeffer, 19 
August, 1976). 
Voice of fascist-drilled young soldiers: 

“Ym fed up with hypocrisy. From now on, I’m going to say it 
publicly and bluntly: ‘I prefer the Israelis to the Palestinians.’ ”. 
(U.S. “Time” magazine, 2 August, 1976) 

Claude, “Christian” fighter: 

“It won’t be long any more; maybe one, two, or three weeks at 
the most, and then comes the final solution, namely what Hitler did 
with the Jews.” 

(West Germany magazine “Der Stern’, by Robert Pfeffer, 19 
August, 1976). 
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CHAPTER 6: 
BEHIND THE MASSACRE: 
ISRAEL AND U.S. IMPERIALISM 
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israeli arms shipment, destined for Chamounist militia, seized in October 1975 
near Tyre/Lebanon 
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CHAPTER 6: 
BEHIND THE MASSACRE: ISRAEL AND U.S. IMPERIALIGM 


“Israel’s policy concerning Lebanon has been a success” 
(Zionist Premier Rabin in the days of the Tal al-Zaatar massacre, 
»Agence France Presse,” 6 August, 1976) 


ISRAEL PROPPING UP THE FASCISTS IN LEBANON 


“The Israelis are very keen on this camp”’ 


Manhunter of Tal al-Zaatar confesses use of Israeli armament: 

“Claude, the Lebanese Christian escort guiding me to Tal 
al-Zaatar, put his black cowboy-hat onto a pile of artillery 
ammunition made in Israel. He pushed his field glasses into my 
hand: ‘Look, there, don’t you see the puddle in the shadow of the 
debris? And just over the puddle, the water pipe shot to pieces?’ He 
pushed another piece of chewing-gum between his teeth and, with 
pride in his voice, declared: ‘That is the water-place where I am 
hunting. I have only to wait here, until the sun is high enough in 
the sky driving the rats out of their holes.’ 

“George Iskander, one of the commanders on the Tal al-Zaatar 
front, said: ‘Look, where the ammunition is coming from,’ and 
pointed to his cartridges stamped with Israeli markings. ‘Such 
bullets the Palestinians enjoy very much.’ ‘Well, at the beginning 
the Israelis sent us only Soviet-made war equipment seized from 
the Syrians in the Yom-Kippur war three years ago, said George. 
‘But now we get all we want — artillery ammunition, field 
howitzers, wireless sets, bullet-proof vests. The first airplanes 
delivered by Israel arrived recently in Jounieh. We may bomb Tal 
al-Zaatar from the air. The Israelis are very keen on this camp 
more than anything else. This they have told us very clearly.” 
(West German magazine “Der Stern”, 12 August, 1976, by Robert 
Pfeffer) 


Heevy Zionist armament against Tal al-Zeeter 


“An ambassador who is is closely involved called it an ‘objective 
concurrence of interest’ among the Lebanese Christians, Syria and 
Israel. The United States has not lodged any complaints to anyone 
about the practical steps by the three in furtherance of their 
mutuality of interest. 

“A key factor in the recent strengthening of Christian forces is 
the new, heavier material pouring into their arsenals. 
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“The Christian port, Junieh, was closed for days last week, and 
Palestinian intelligence reports say that during this period, two 
large shiploads of heavy-appearing armored vehicles were landed. 

“Christian fighters brandish their weapons, claiming that the 
NATO-style assault rifles come from Israel and pointing to the 
serial numbers and insignia scraped off the gun and leather sling. 
On conquered buildings, Christians scrawl a star of David as 
readily as a cedar tree, the symbol of Lebanon. 

“Then, Israeli-supplied arms, suitably untraceable, were also 
reaching the Lebanese Christians via Cyprus. 

“This system was costly, unreliable and rarely able to furnish 
heavy arms of the kind the Christian forces needed after the war 
escalated last spring. 

“When the Christians were combing arms markets last year, 
Israeli agents were able to provide valuable help. 

“The Israeli government apparently decided to go over to direct 
assistance to the Christians this spring. The results began to show 
in June.” 

(U.S. “International Herald Tribune,” 21 July, 1976) 


“Tel Aviv wants to see the Palestinians crushed"’ 


“Now, and in large part because of their Israeli-supplied arms, 
the Christians find themselves not only ready,but able,to try to 
eradicate Palestinian power in Lebanon. 

“Jerusalem, too wants to see the Palestinians crushed. Earlier 
this year, the Israelis began surreptious shipments of small arms to 
Jounieh, the Christians’ chief port; now the shipments include 
heavy Soviet-made weapons captured by the Israelis in past wars 
— among them T-54 tanks, armored personnel carriers and 120-mm 
and 130-mm artillery. In addition, some Christian troops have been 
brought to Israel for training. 

“The Christian debt to the Israelis is such that,says a Christian 
leader, ‘in the end, we may find that we will have to choose 
between Syria and Israel.” 

(U.S. magazine “Time”, 2 August, 1976) 


“israel has become chief supplier of the Marenites’’ 


“It appears that Israel has become one of the chief suppliers of 
the Maronites, which gives you the very odd situation of having 
Syria and Israel supporting the Christians against the Moslem 
majority of the. country.” 

(U.S. “special envoy” to Lebanon, Dean Brown, in an tv interview 


on 10 August, 1976; see Lebanese magazine “Monday Morning”, 23 
August, 1976). 
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Peres and Rabin conspiring personally 
with the Lebanese fascists 


“In late May, with the arms shipments well under way, (Israeii) 
Defense Minister Peres made his first clandestine visit to Lebanon. 
In the darkness of the night, Israeli commandos dashed ashore in 
the Christian-controlled port of Jounieh, some nine miles north of 
Beirut. Peres’ brief ‘invasion’ of Lebanon — a nation with which 
Israel has no diplomatic ties — was the first of four trips between 
late May and late August. The talks were so successful, that he 
began regular voyages by missile ships. As if that were not 
extraordinary enough, he was accompanied on his third trip into 
Lebanon by none other than Israeli Premier Yitzhak Rabin, who 
held talks with as yet unnamed Lebanese leaders. Out of these 
contacts has come a secret but potentially decisive Israeli interven- 
tion in the 17-months old Lebanese civil war. Israel’s role in 
Lebanon has been expanded from that of arms supplier to limited 
partner in the anti-guerrilla war. 

“The turning point in Israeli policy came last winter when the 
battered Christian forces in Lebanon seemed on the verge of defeat 
by the Palestinians and the Moslem leftists. Through contacts 
among intelligence agents in Cyprus, the Lebanese Christians put 
in a desperate request to Jerusalem for arms and ammunition. By 
May a regular supply line from Israel to Jounieh and other 
northern Lebanese ports was in operation, the material included 
not only ammunition and light arms like the U.S. M-16 riffle but 
such heavy weapons as armoured personnel carriers, Russian 
122-mm rockets and at least 22 T-54 tanks captured in the 1967 and 
1973 wars. 

“And Israel is now training a battalion of mixed Lebanese 
Christian and Moslem troops in tank warfare at an Israeli base on 
the edge of the Sinai Desert, at the opposite end of Israel from 
Lebanon. When the training is finished, they will be sent back to 
Lebanon with 38 American-made M-50 Sherman tanks. 

“The arrangement between Lebanese groups and Israel was 
reconfirmed only two weeks ago, when Peres made his fourth trip 
to Jounieh. This time he met with top Lebanese leaders, including 
former president Camille Chamoun.” 

(U.S. magazine “Time”, 13 September, 1976) 


‘israeli and U.S. agents have fomented the explosion’’ 


“After having fomented political, confessional and class dissen- 
sion in Lebanon to the point of explosion through its own agents 
and those of the United States, Israel undertook to assist the 
rightists to procure arms on the international market through 
indirect credit faclilities. 
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“Later, Tel Aviv proceeded to ship Israeli hardware to the port of 
Jounieh and to initiate an ‘open door policy’ on the borders, 
offering Lebanese villagers there supplies, medical assistance, jobs 
and a so-called ‘family reunion plan.’ Simultaneously, it was 
training rightist militiamen in Israel.” 

(Lebanese magazine ,, Monday Morning”, 25 October, 1976) 


Zionist gloating 


Yitzhaq Rabin, Israeli Prime Minister, made the following revealing 
statements: 
Jerusalem, July 21: 

“There is no logical reason for Israel to go to war with Syria, for 
the Syrian army is fighting against the PLO and the leftist forces 
in Lebanon.” 

(British “The Times”, 22 July, 1976), 


U.S./CIA INVO LVEMENT 


CIA stockpiled arms for the fascists 


“CIA sources here have confirmed that the agency assisted a 
Christian militia with a program of stockpiling light arms in the 
1950s as part of the agency’s use of minorities to stop any 
Communist advance. 

“But U.S. diplomats insist strenuously'that the U.S. government 
plays no active role in the present conflict. 

“With the Christians doing so well, with Israeli help, we don’t 
have to get involved, even if we dared,’ a U.S. diplomat said.” 

(U.S. “International Herald Tribune”, 21 August, 1976) 


“CIA kindled Lebanese war’’ 


“Efforts over a long period to build up the Lebanese Phalangists 
from Athens, now reportedly the CIA’s command post in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, are alleged in an interview with a former 
American intelligence officer Wilson Peck. One of the main tasks 
of Richard Welch, the head of the Athens CIA station who was 
murdered on December 23, 1975, had been to activate the Phalan- 
gists, Mr. Peck claims in the magazine Anti, adding that his task, ‘in 
other words had been to kindle the war.’ 

“He argues that developments in the Middle East mean that the 
Athens CIA station, which he claims now has a staff of 170, has 
taken over the role earlier played by the stations in Cyprus, Beirut 
and Tel-Aviv. 
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“He says that the CIA now uses American banks in Athens to 
finance the Phalargists and that the majority of the CIA command 
here is now working on the situation in Lebanon. The U.S. 
Embassy refuses to make any comment on these claims. 

“Mr. Peck had been an analyst with America’s main information 
gathering organisation, the National Security Agency (NSA), 
working for it in Istanbul, Vietnam, and in Paris, as well as in the 
United States.” 

(British “Guardian”, 19 April, 1976; see also U.S. “Christian 
Science Monitor,” 4 April, 1976). 


‘‘Kissinger’s enemies were the Palestinians”’ 


“In Lebanon, Mr. Kissinger’s enemies were the Palestinians; 
Camille Chamoun and the Phalangists were thus his natural allies. 
Mr. Winslow Peck, a former employee of the National Security 
Agency, now working for the Washington-based magazine 
‘Counter-Spy’, defected a while back in Athens and said that the 
CIA had been deeply involved in covert work in Lebanon. The 
official response, as in the cases involving Chile, Portugal, Iraq, 
Angola, etc., has been one of denial. 

“For Mr. Kissinger there was plenty to gain in Lebanon and little 
to lose. The country was seething with unrest and bursting with 
contradictions; a little meddling could go a long way. Meanwhile 
time would be bought for Mr. Kissinger’s Middle East policies anda 
bit of extra time for the Western world to recover from the shock 
waves of the October War, the oil weapon, and the assault by the 
Third World at the United Nations. The Arabs had become 
particularly ‘cheeky’, difficult to handle, and their united front a bit 
problematic. Lebanon provided an opportunity to help restore the 
familar pattern of Arab disarray. Chile was ‘destabilized’ for much 
smaller stakes than the ones involved in Lebanon and it is worth 
reminding those who need to be reminded that the official posture 
was also one of strict neutrality at that time until Congressional 
investigation penetrated the veil of deception.” 

(‘The Struggle for Lebanon’, study by Dr. Fuad Ajami, Ass. 
Professor at Princeton University, quoted from Lebanese magazine 
“Monday Morning”, 14 October, 1976). 


CIA channelling money for the fascists 


“The Popular Front for the Liberation: of Palestine (PFLP) 
claimed today to have captured weapons and ammunition which it 
said had been channelled to right-wing Lebanese organisations by 
the CIA. 
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“Bassam Abu Sharif, the PFLP’s official spokesman, said the 
organisation was in possession of boxes of ammunition and arms 
stamped ‘US Army’ and that these couid be produced. He also 
claimed to have informations that two CIA officers stationed at the 
U.S. Embassy in Beirut had supplied 10 million U.S. dollars to 
Michel Samaha, one of the Phalangist leaders. 

“‘TheCIA have definitely played a part in the Lebanese crisis,’ he 
said. ‘First, some top Lebanese officers made a deal with the United 
States to pass American arms through to the Phalangists. We are 
aware of the identity of these officers. Secondly, by supplying a 
complicated net of wireless communications to the Phalangists.’ 

“Mr. Abu Sharif said that when Palestinians overran Phalangist 
positions almost all the arms they discovered were American — 
‘hundreds of boxes of ammunition and arms, brand new, had been 
supplied to them, including M-16s, anti-tank missiles, mortars and 
SO On.’ 


(British “Guardian”, 13 February, 1976). 


‘“‘The CIA behind the war’’ 


“I believe that the CIA is behind the war in Lebanon.” 

(Raymond Edde, Christian leader of the conservative (non- 
fascist) Lebanese National Block, Lebanese ‘“L’Orient-Le-Jour”’, 26 
October, 1976). 


FRENCH/BRITISH/WEST GERMAN MERCENARIES 
AND ARMS 


French mercenaries participate in Tal al-Zaatar massacre 


“Some 30 young French men are fighting alongside the rightist 
forces. This was revealed by one of them in the course of a 
television programme on the fighting in Lebanon shown on French 
television, on 13 August, 1976. The young French man, who was 
interviewed behind a barricade in Beirut, said that he and his 
compatriots acted out of conviction and had come to Lebanon ‘in a 
crusade against communism’. 


“The young Frenchman affirmed that one of the French comba- 
tants had met his death in the course of the siege of Tal al-Zaatar.” 


(“Reuter” news agency, 13/14 August, 1976: Lebanese “Orient- 
Le-Jour”, 15 August, 1976) 
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French and British mercenaries training the fascists 


“A British mercenary fighting with the Christian forces in 
Lebanon has been killed, according to the mercenary recruiter Mr. 
Leslie Aspin. ‘ The man was Robert Thacker. aged 28... Mr. Thacker 
was killed while leading a sortie against a leftist position near 
Beirut’s Moslem suburb of Naba’a.’ 

“Mr. Aspin, who returned on Friday from a month in Lebanon, 
said that his company — Best, Aspin, and Bishop — became 
involved in the Lebanese civil war about three months ago when 
two of his men made contact with the National Liberal Party 
militia of ex-President Camille Chamoun. 

“The ChristianSwere suspicious at first,’ he said, ‘but we proved 
ourselves by our actions and we are now opening an office there 
and a training school to instruct the Lebanese. We’ve proved to 
them that we are a valuable asset. We go out and fight when the 
need arises and that’s all there is to it.’ 

“Mr. “hacker, he said, had been in charge of a training school for 
the Christian militiamen at the Christian coastal stronghold of 
Jounieh, north of Beirut. 

“ ‘He was notadog of war or anything like that. He was a 
professional soldier. He was with the Australian army in Vietnam, 
the Rhodesian SAS and he went to Angola. I was very upset about 
his death.’ 

“Mr. Aspin... claims that he has more men ready to go to 
Lebanon. 

“The National Liberal and the Phalangists — the major Christian 
party in Lebanon — have used French mercenaries for several 
months and there are several gunmen who hold British passports 
by virtue of being born into Lebanese communities in West 
Africa.” 

(British “Guardian”, 10 August, 1976; see also “Financial Times”, 10 
August, 1976) 


Belgian designed rifles with ‘‘Made-in-Israel”’ stickers 


“Prominent Christian parliamentarians and businessmen made 
no secret of their arms-purchasing missions in such countries as 
Spain, Belgium and France. 

“This spring, witnesses in the Christian-held areas have insisted 
that they saw weapons — specifically the Belgium-designed FAL 
assault rifle — with ‘Made in Israel’ stickers still attached.” 

(U.S. “International Herald Tribune”, 19.May , 1976) 


Prench/West German arms for the attackers of Tal al-Zaatar 


“Mr. Bachir Gemayel, military chief of the Lebanese Phalangists, 
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left Paris on Friday, 9 July, after a short stay in the French capital, 
says a well-informed source. He had made contacts in France for 
eventual arms purchases, indicates the same source quoted by 
Agence France Presse. Gemayel is also said to have visited Bonn, 
West Germany, and Amsterdam, Holland.” 

(French “Le Monde”, 11/12 August, 1976) 

“Sources in the French capital have affirmed that three heli- 
copters out of 15 ordered by the Phalangists have arrived in 
Lebanon. The French pap2r ‘Canard Enchainé’ has revealed that 
Bachir Gemayel agreed with the French government on the 
delivery of 15 helicopters to his party. The paper added that Bachir 
Gemayel also met with the administration of the Thomson com- 
pany to agree on the delivery of artillery and other weapons.” 
(Palestine News Agency” WAFA”, 14 August, 1976) 


West German arms deals with Lebanese fascists 


“The West German arms dealers are now said to be making a 
vast profit from smuggling arms to Lebanon. According to a report 
in the West German magazine ‘Der Spiegel’, Herr Guenther 
Leinhauser is supplying the Christians in Lebanon with large 
amounts of arms and ammunition. He launched his operation in 
September-October 1975, when he met his Lebanese partners for 
talks in Rotterdam, Antwerp and Paris. After preparations which 
included the chartering of a ship and the purchase of a short-wave 
transmitter and a barge for the landing operation, the ship was 
taken to a position 25 miles off the French coast near Marseille, to 
a rendezvous with the barge, which had meanwhile been loaded 
with 325 tons of weapons. The weapons included 90 Spanish 
7,62mm machine guns, U.S. and Soviet-built heavy mortars with 
ammunition, 20mm cannons and packages of explosives and 
ammunition. 

“In Jounieh, near Beirut, the arms were unloaded in January 
1976 by commandos, supervised by Maronite priests.” 

(British “Guardian”, 31 May, 1976; see also West German magazine 
“Der Spiegel”, 31 May, 1976) 
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CHAPTER 7: 
SOLIDARITY FOR TAL AL-ZAATAR 
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CHAPTER 7: 
SOLIDARITY FOR TAL AL-ZAATAR 


The steadfast defence struggle of Tal al-Zaatar lasted 16 months. 
During the last 55 days of savage assault, with 77 single attacks 
from overwhelming enemy forces, at least 3,000 human lives were 
sacrificed with many more wounded. Such a phenomenon could 
not be buried with silence. The news about Tal al-Zaatar spread 
throught the world, evoking ever-growing concern over the fate of 
the people of the camp, and brought about urgently needed 
expressions of solidarity in words and deeds. For all those who 
have given their support to the Palestinian and Lebanese people 
during this period will remember Tal al-Zaatar as an encouraging 
example for the struggle against imperialism, Zionism and fascism. 


Palestine: 


The masses in occupied Palestine responded with an immediate 
and enormous amount of material and moral support. They 
continuously organized mass demonstrations, general strikes and 
large collection campaigns in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip in 
solidarity with their brothers in Lebanon. Three Red Cross air- 
planes flew food and medical supplies from the Palestinian masses 
in the occupied land to Beirut. Political prisoners, among them the 
militant Archbishop Capucci, went on protest strikes against the 
massacres taking place in Lebanon. 


19/6 Archbishop Capucci, national militant held imprisoned by 
the Zionist occupants, goes on a hunger strike and sends a letter 


to Patriarch Maximos V Hakim to be handed over to Hafez al- 
Assad and Kurt Waldheim. 


21/6 Prayers are held in all the mosques of Palestine for the 
martyrs. 


22/6 Four days before the brutal liquidation of Jisr al-Basha 
camp, the Ashbal and Zahrat (Palestinian youth organizations for 
children between 8 and 12 years old) there sent a wireless message 
saluting the fighters of Tal al-Zaatar, pledging to stand firm until 
the last drop of blood. 


28/6- 1, 2, 3/7 Large mass demonstrations in Nablus and general 
strike in all towns and villages in the West-Bank. A 16 year old 
youth is killed by Zionist forces. 
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Lebanon: 


Ever larger sectors among the Lebanese Christian population 

realized the true nature of the fascist leadership who could no more 
disguise their crimes. The alliance against fascism,and the concern 
for safeguarding the unity of the people and country of Lebanon, 
led many Christian communities living in the part controlled by the 
National Movement to form the Front of Patriotic Christians, 
joining the Central Political Council of the Lebanese National and 
Progressive Forces on September I, 1976. 
3/8 a well-known lawyer, writer and professor of the Lebanese 
University, the Maronite Christian Michel Ghoraieb declared that 
he had to leave the eastern sector of Beirut (controlled by fascist 
forces), because he had realized — especially since the savage 
attack by the fascist forces against the Palestinian refugee camp of 
Tal al-Zaatar and the poor Muslim quarter of Nabaa — the nature 
of the reactionay plot aimed at the partition of the country and the 
imposition of a confessional state. 


Other Arab countries: 


The heroic resistance of Tal al-Zaatar received wide and strong 
mass support from all Arab countries, despite the fatal silence on 
the part of the majority of their governments. Progressive parties 
and organizations, Palestinian and Arab workers and mass 
organisations declared their solidarity with the Palestinian and 


Lebanese people. 
On 7 July, the Arab Labour Unions declared their readiness to 


offer all possible aid, material and moral, to the Palestinian 
Revolution and the Lebanese National Movement. As the situation 
in Tal al-Zaatar and the other areas under fascist attack deteriorat- 
ed, some Arab government officials such as Tunisian Foreign 
Minister al-Habib al-Shatti openly condemned the imperialist- 
zionist conspiracy which was aiming at the liquidation of the 
Palestinian people in Lebanon. 

11/6 Tunisian Marxist Leninist Group 

16/6 PFLO Central Committee and political parties of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen 

18/6 Conference of the Arab Front of Participation in the 
Palestinian Revolution 

9/7 International Federation of Arab Worker’s Unions, different 
Arab Workers’ Unions and the branches of the General Union of 
Palestinian Workers from Arab and European countries 

7/7 Committee of Presidents of Arab Lawyers’ Unions; 

Arab and Palestinian students organizations from Libya, Kuwait, 
Morocco, Pakistan, socialist countries, West-Germany, Sweden, 
France, England, Italy, Switzerland,etc. 
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11/7. President of the Libyan Arab Republic, Muammar al- 
Kadhafi sends a letter to Arab Heads of State 

13/7 Sudanese Communist Party 

23/7 Socialist Union of Popular Forces in Morocco 

29/7 Morocco: Tangiers branch of the Istiqlal party 

27/7 Mass rally in Baghdad 


Third World countries: 


Many peoples from the anti-imperialist and Third World coun- 
tries, notably the governments and the people of Vietnam, India, 
Cyprus, Pakistan, progressive parties and movements from Iran, 
Greece, Turkey, Spain, and many more, saluted the courageous 
Palestinian people during this period of extreme hardship,with the 
confidence that the battle of Tal al-Zaatar and the tough resistance 
of the Palestinian and Lebanese revealed a gigantic force that 
cannot be defeated. 

16/6 Iranian National Front 
11/7 Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee, Cairo 
12/7 Al-Umam al-Islami Party of Iran 


Socialist countries: 


The international workers’ and democratic unions and the 
solidarity committees of the socialist countries organized large 
solidarity campaigns and appealed to all progressive forces to 
increase their supporting activities for the struggling masses in 
‘Lebanon 
16/6 World Democratic Union of Women, Warsaw 

8/7 Chinese authorities of P.R. China’s Embassy in Beirut reject 
all foreign intervention in Lebanon 

9/7 Soviet Afro-Asian Solidarity Committee 
13/7 In a communiqué the Committee for Soviet Women said: 
“Thousands of Palestinians and Lebanese are being killed or 
wounded as a result of the bombardement of the Palestinian 
refugee camps in Jisr al-Basha, Tal al-Zaatar, and other areas, and 
the aim now is the extermination of the Palestinian people: women, 
men, old people and children”. 
17/7 Worker’s Unions of the Soviet Union , Hungary and Poland 
20/7 “Trud”, official Soviet trade union newspaper 
29/7 Izvestia, the Soviet government newspaper, confirmed that 
the aim of the imperialist-Zionist reactionary conspiracy was the 
physical liquidation of the Palestinian Resistance. 


Evropean countries and U.S.A.: 


Democratic and progressive parties there repeatedly expressed 
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their clear stand on the side of the Palestinian Revolution and the 
Lebanese National Movement. 

Mass demonstrations, rallies and campaigns were organized in 
the major cities of many countries, such as Italy, France, England, 
Switzerland and West Germany. Some governments, political 
leaders, friendship and humanitarian organizations expressed their 
particular concern with,and support for,the inhabitants of Tal 
al-Zaatar: 

13/6 World Peace Council, Helsinki 
15/6 International League for Justice, Peace, and Freedom 
15/6 Swiss Palestine Friendship Society 
16/6 “Humanité”, central organ of the French Communist Party 
3/7 75 Progressive personalities from France, Italy and the 
U.S.A. sign a petition published in “Le Monde”. 
3/7 Swedish government sends food and medical supplies to the 
Palestinian and Lebanese victims of war. 
9/7 Italian Communist Party and Party of Unity of the Proletar- 
iat (PDUP) 
20/7 Italian Socialist Party 
21/7 French medical groups direct a joint appeal to medical 
societies throughout the world to intervence against the massacres 
of Palestinian and Lebanese inhabitants of Tal al-Zaatar. 
23/7 Francois Mitterand, head of the French Socialist Party, 
sends letters to U.N. Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim, the 
Socialist International Organization, and Pope Paul VI,asking them 
to intervene and help the wounded from Tal al-Zaatar. 

French Socialist Party asks the French government for a quick 
move to save the inhabitants of Tal al-Zaatar. 

French Communist Party officially criticizes the government for 
letting Phalangist leader Bashir Gemayel purchase French heli- 
copters and arms. 

26/7 17 European Communist and Workers’ Parties (Austria, 
Belgium, Switzerland, Denmark, Finland, France, Britain, Ire] and, 
Italy, Luxemburg, Norway, San Marino, Sweden, Spain, Turkey, 
Cyprus) send a declaration to Damascus. 

28/7 Federation of Italian Workers’ Unions declare their solidari- 
ty with the Palestinian Revolution and the Lebanese National 
Movement in their struggle against the new fascism in Lebanon. 
The three large Trade Unions,GCIL, CISIL, and UIL send 14 tons of 
aid material to Lebanon. 

29/7 International Committee of the Red Cross in Geneva urgent- 
ly calls on the “Lebanese groups” to help in the evacuation of the 
wounded of Tal al-Zaatar. 

Mr. Louis Terrenoire, head of the Franco-Arab Solidarity Asso- 
ciation in a press statement declared the Lebanese isolationists 
responsible for the horrible death of 500 innocents killed in the 
collapsed shelter in Tal al-Zaatar, that they are willing to destroy 
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Lebanon, liquidate the Palestinians and destroy the unity of the 
Arab world in order to achieve their aim. 

31/7 French Communist Party delegation came for a visit to 
Lebanon to see for themselves the situation in Tal al-Zaatar,and 
other victims of the Lebanese war. They described the siege of Tal 
al-Zaatar as a crime against humanity. 

1/8 Terre des hommes launches an urgent appeal to save the 
children of the camp. 

2/8 World Council of Churches launches an urgent appeal for the 
evacuation of the wounded 

5, 27/8 Huge solidarity rally and demonstration in Rome 

10/8 Committee for Support of the Palestinian Revolution and 
the Lebanese National Movement, Paris. 

12/8 Scandinavian Governments issue a joint communiqué call- 
ing for help for the wounded in Tal al-Zaatar and other war 
victims. 

13/8 Swedish Prime Minister, Olaf Palme, calls 0:1 all free men of 
the world to put an end to bloodbath in Lebanon, and declares his 
readiness to support the Palestinian and Lebanese peoples,and his 
disapproval of the isolationist practices in Tal al-Zaatar. 

22/8 Italian Parliament delegation (including members of differ- 
ent major political parties) hold a press conference following their 
visit to Lebanon, condemning the Tal al-Zaatar massacres. 
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Note: Documents and eye-witness reports included in the present 
documentation and not attributed to a special source have been 
collected by “Palestine”, the information bulletin of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO). 
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